INTRODUCTION

1d honses tell wonderfl stories, and the hisories of

the early faculry homes at Stantord tell of the begin-
ninge of a great university through the professcrs and families
of those early years.

This book, the latest in a series about campus houses
buile before 1930, includes reports on 17 houses in what is
generaly kmown as the Sin Juan subdivision, districe, or
neighbarhood (see map inside the font cover).

Today's S Juan neighborhood includes the residental
area bounded by Alvarado Fow on the northeast, Campus
Drrive to the northwesr, Tunipere Serra Boulevard to the south-
west, and Frenchmans Rocad and Coronado Avenue on the
ca. The area also inclides sudent meidences, thie keeping
alive the Stanfords’ wish for a msidential campus with faculty
and students s neighbars.

The first house on San Juan Hill was buile in 1900 by
George B. and Linda Cocksey, friends of the Stanfords as a
winter home. It looked dowm at the main residential greets of
Alarade and Salvatierra. The neighborhood started growing
in earnest in 1905, when Harriz ]. Foyan budt his housze ar 9
{now 607) Cabrillo Street and William E Durand buile at 11
{now 623) Cabrillo.

In the earhy days, street names and numbers changed, but
by 1930 most of them were set. The cldest houses in this book,
buile on a swetch of mad on the north side of the reservodr at
the apex of San Juan Hill. had chree ditferent addresses. From
1907 to 1910, the road was called Aibonito, but President Diavid
Starr Jordan considered the name wnappealing and after 1910
renamed it Cabrillo. Between 1924 and 1928, it teok on the
name SantaYner Street, 2 an extension of the road that rn up
from Alvarado Foow (maps and relephone directories give
contlicing names tor those four yeare).

In the 19205, the university, needing more faculty hous-
ing, pushed inte a new area, known as San Juan Subdivision
Moo 3 It included lots along Gerona Fuoad, Santa Maria
Avenue, and El Escarpado Wiy

£l the houses fearured here can be described as eclectic
period style, which wa dominane from the late 19th century
up to about 19400 This movement borrowed from mamy
architectural traditions. The five earliest houses, built betore
Wordd War L range from Crafteman and Italian Penaissance to
California cottage and adobe, with two Tudors in the mix.
More than half of the houses described here are in predomi-
nantly Tudor style and were built in the lare 1920z Spanish
eclectic, English cottage, and French country ako appear. The
dominance of the Tudor style shows off spectaculady in the
tour houses on El Escarpado Way, off Gerona Puoad near
Campus Drive. Three are by Charles Sumner, the fourth by
Binder and Curtis; see the introduction ro rthiz streer on
page 14.

The houses in this book highlight the careers of several
prominent Bay Area archirects and tuilders of the early 20th
cenmury. in particular John Kennedy Branner, son of geology
professor and Stanfords second president, John Casper
Branner; Birge Clark, 2 Stantord graduate and son of art pro-
tessor and architear Archur Bridgeman Clark: and Charles
Kaizser Summner, who designed more than 30 campus houses,
including seven (perhape eight) of the houses in thiz book.
Branner and Clark each designed two houses, and John
Bakewell Jr. of Bakewell and Brown of San Francisco, Binder
and Curtis of San Jose, AW Smith of Calkdand. and Walter H.
Buatcliff Jr. of Berkeley aach designed one. Designer-contractor
George Wilbert Mogher also designed and built one houss.

Sepante biographies of Branner, Clark, and Sumner
begin on page 6.

We hope thar those who read thess accounts—
researched over the pas several vears by numerons volunteers
tor the Stanfard Historical Sociery—will enjoy them and
develop an appreciation for Stanford’s rich heritage of resi-

dential architecture.

—MARIAN LEIE ADAMS



