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Leland Stanford :

A bucolic scene, pre-1906: The view down Palm Drive with the Quadrangle and Memorial Arch barely visible in the background

How It Might Have Been:

Leland Stanford’s Other Ideas

How does ‘“Leland Stanford Jr. Agricultural and
Mechanical Institute” sound to you? Awkward, for sure,
and certainly too hard to get into a football yell. Yet
Stanford University almost took that form in the early
days of Senator and Mrs. Stanford’s plans for the institu-
tion after the first grief and shock of their son’s death had
worn off.

On their way home from Florence, Italy, with the body
of Leland Jr., they visited and exchanged ideas with the
Rev. Augustus Beard of the American Church in Paris,
and in the United States with President Andrew D.
White of Cornell, and with President Charles Eliot of
Harvard. With Beard, Stanford discussed “doing some-
thing for the other people’s boys in Leland’s name.”

This might be a school for civil and mechanical en-
gineers, “with applied science,” but White, according to
his diary, suggested the possibility that Gov. Stanford
could endow fellowships at various universities around
the country instead of establishing a new university in
California.

Then the Stanfords visited President Eliot of Harvard.
After a discussion of various possibilities, they asked
him which he deemed most suitable as a memorial.
President Eliot replied: “A university.” Asked how
much such a university, which would charge no tuition,
might cost, Eliot estimated no less that $5 million; after a
pause, there came the famous and oft-quoted response
from Stanford: “Well, Jane, we could manage that,
couldn’t we?”

As might be expected, a bereaved couple willing to
spend $5 million or more to establish a memorial to their
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dead son attracted considerable media attention, even
for those days.

In his book Stanford University: The First Twenty-
Five Years Orrin L. Elliott quotes extensive interviews
in The Alta California of Jan. 21, 1885, and in The San
Francisco Examiner of April 28, 1887, in which the
Senator enthusiatically laid out grandiose plans for the
new university. A representative of Sen. Stanford told
the Alta that the university’s equipment would be
“second to none,” and that the institution was not in-
tended to rank merely with state universities, but “to be
far-reaching in its influences, and to attract to its halls
students from all parts of the Union.”

“Colleges for young men and young women will also
be founded . . . as tributaries to the university, and high
schools for boys and girls . . . as tributaries to the col-
leges. All of these institutions will be located in Palo
Alto. . . .” This would require the expenditure of “enor-
mous amounts of money,” which would shortly be
placed in the hands of the Board of Trustees.

In an interview with the Examiner, Sen. Stanford said
the university would have a Department of Agriculture.
“There are 7,000 acres at Palo Alto, and therefore there is
an ample field for experimental agricultural work.” A
proposed museum of fine arts, he and Mrs. Stanford had
decided, would be located in San Francisco rather than
on campus.

In a later interview with an unidentified newspaper,
the Senator became more specific: “I desire,” he said,
“that the amplest provision be made for all the branches
of what might be called a liberal education, and every














































































