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* A Brief History

of

Stanford University Press

By NORRIS POPE

The most directly consequential moment in the
prehistory of Stanford University Press occurred in
March, 1891, in Bloomington, Indiana, when Leland
and Jane Stanford offered the presidency of their new
university to David Starr Jordan. Between the time the
offer was made and the Stanfords’ departure the next
day, Jordan drew up a memo of understanding for the
Stanfords’ approval. “Before the selection of the facul-

ty,” Jordan wfote, “I should like your assent to the fol-

lowing propositions.” There were four. The first three
addressed student admission standards, the balance be-
‘tween theoretical and applied learning, and faculty
needs. The fourth and final proposition reads in full:
“That provision be made for the publication of the re-
sults of any important research on the part of professors
or advanced students. Such papers may be issued from
time to time as ‘Memeoirs of the Leland Stanford Junior
University.” ” ' \

By 1891, Oxford and Cambridge university presses
had obviously been in existence for several centuries.
Within North America, however, Jordan almost cer-
tainly had in mind the example of Cornell University

Press, which: claims 1869 as the first of two founding .

dates, and Johns Hopkins University Press, which was
established in-1878.

The first printing facility at Stanford, which even-
tually came to be known as the Stanford University
Press, was set up in 1892 by a student, Julius Andrew
Quelle. Born in New York in 1870, Quelle had served a

five-year apprenticeship in the composing room of a

large New York printing firm in the mid-1880s, before

coming West in search of engineering work in railroad
construction. In Colorado he was told that “all the rail-
roads had been built,” and that he should go o college
if he wanted to pursue his engineering interests. He ac-

cordingly set out for Stanford, possibly entering its firsc-

class, the “pioneering class,” in 1891. In 1892 he was
approached by a group of students eager to start a stu-
dent paper. The sum of $300 was raised, through twelve
$25 loans advanced by faculty members, and Quelle
used the money to purchase type and printing materi-
als, and to rent a press. The press was initially set up in
the University’s wood-working shop, but was moved
shortly thereafter to the new power-house. It remained
there until Mrs. Stanford provided a permanent loca-
tion near the old Union, where Quelle and his brother
erected a 40-foot-square building in 1897.

Quelle’s printing plant was essentially a job shop,
but it provided Quelle with a sufficient income that he

'

ter printing equipment, and remain private printer to
the University until 1917. While his initial work was to
produce the student newspaper, he quickly added a va-
riety of other routine university printing chores. There
were, moreover, “books or articles to print for faculty
members,” Quelle later noted, especially during the
summer.’ ' '
According to Quelle’s recollection, his first use of
the imprint “Stanford University Press” dated from
1895, when it was used at President Jordan’s instruc-
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‘was able to abandon his studies, gradually acquire bet-
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