


Moffatt Hancock: 
Stanford scholar, 

hile visiting his neighbor Eileen Hancock, His- 
torical Society member Peter Allen - also the 
author of Stanford: From the Foothills to the 
Bay - came upon a remarkable collection of 
black and white photographs of the campus 

hanging on Mrs. Hancock's living room walls. 
The photographs were the work of her late husband, Moffatt 

Hancock, professor of law at Stanford from 1953 to 1976. 
Struck by the extraordinary visual quality of the photographs, as 

well as their historical value, Pete Allen inquired about their avail- 
ability for publication in Sandstone 6 Tile. Mrs. Hancock and her 
son, Graeme, readily agreed to lend more than 50 negatives, all of 
which were printed in large format by Leo Holub. The editor and 
the designer of Sandstone 6 Tile collaborated with Mrs. Hancock, 
Pete Allen and Leo Holub on the lengthy process of selecting a rep- 
resentative sample of Professor Hancock's photographic genius. The 
images that appear on the following pages represent various exte- 
rior locations on Stanford lands, and were taken between 1953 and 
1966. Captions in quotations are Mrs. Hancock's observations. 

John Ernest Moffatt Hancock was born in Toronto, Canada on 
August 19, 1912. He received degrees from the University of 
Toronto, Osgoode Hall School of Law, and the University of Michi- 
gan. An influential scholar, Moffatt Hancock was an authority on 
property law, conflict of laws, jurisprudence and legal history. 

In addition to photography, Hancock's interests included theater, 
songwriting and storytelling - "a true Renaissance man" Law 
School dean Paul Brest said of Hancock at the time of his death in 
December, 1993. 

But the most extraordinary thing about Moffatt Hancock - es- 
pecially in light of his photographic genius - is that he was born 
with a severe visual impairment that seriously compromised his 
eyesight. He was legally blind for his entire adult life. Nevertheless, 
he was able to perceive the nuances of light and shadow that make 
his photographs so pleasing to the viewer. 

- Randy Bean 

The following words of tribute 

were delivered by Gerald Gun- 

ther, William Nelson Cromwell 

professor of law at Stanford, at a 

memorial service for Professor 

Hancock held a t  Memorial  

Church on  January 28,1994. 

Moffatt Hancock was a distinc- 
tive and memorable member of 
the Stanford law faculty for 23 
years. For 14 of those years, I was 
his colleague, and I cherish many 
fond memories of him. 

Moffatt left an enduring im- 
print on me at our very first meet- 
ing. It was in the fall of 1961, dur- 
ing my first visit to the Stanford 
campus, a visit to help me decide 
whether t o  leave Columbia for 
Stanford. The occasion was a large 
dinner party at the dean's - Carl 
Spaeth's - home. Moffatt was 
seated to my right, and we had the 
chance for a long talk. I was im- 
mediately impressed by (and I sup- 
pose envious of) that remarkable 
shock of white hair and those 
bushy eyebrows. But the memory 
of that day that has remained with 



gifted photographer 

me most clearly was the substance 
of our conversation. 

We talked of many things, es- 
pecially of teaching and legal 
scholarship. We shared the view 
that a professor's main task in the 
classroom is t o  excite students 
about the subject, and we spoke 
at  length about a legal history 
project in which I was then en- 
gaged. My project had nothing to 
do with conflict of laws or real 
property, Moffatt's fields. But I 
was struck by his breadth of 
knowledge and interests, his en- 
gaged absorption in what should 
have interested me far more than 
it did him, his stimulating, warm 
comments on legal history, and by 
his wisdom, insight and most es- 
pecially, his wit. 

I had  frequent  occasion t o  
value all those traits after I made 
the wise decision to move to Stan- 
ford, in part because of Moffatt. 
Moffatt had a special commit- 
ment to and gift for teaching: he 
laced his classes with spice and 
humor, and he effectively con- 
veyed the unmistakable sense that 
he was truly absorbed in his sub- 
ject. His scholarly talents are re- 
flected in his long, wide-ranging 

bibliography. As a reviewer of his 
Studies in Modern Choice of Law 
properly recognized, his contri- 
butions in conflict of laws "qui- 
etly influenc[ed] the thinking of 
all the leading players in the field, 
with [his] careful application of 
common sense, exploration of 
history, attention to  detail, and 
exposure of cant." 

Moffatt's wit is rightly leg- 
endary: it permeated all his con- 
versations, all his classes, and 
found its greatest flowering in his 
memorable (though not always 
politically correct) lyrics parody- 
ing the life and times of students 
and lawyers. 

Moffatt had a great, rare sense 
of style - an Edwardian style at 
its best. When we moved to the 
Law School's new building in 
1975, Moffatt furnished his office 
with antiques, including a roll- 
top desk. When he took early re- 
tirement a year later in order to 
teach at Hastings, I became the 
new occupant of his (by then 
bare) office, promising myself at 
the time, as I told Moffatt, that I 
would try to live up to his model 
and preserve the spirit he symbol- 
ized. I can't say I have succeeded; 

Moffatt Hancock 

I am still trying. 
Moffatt's talents and versatility 

have left a lasting imprint on the 
Law School in many respects. For 
me, the most memorable legacy of 
all stems from the great photo- 
graphic skills of this visually-im- 
paired colleague. Those marvelous 
black-and-white photos that  I 
look at every day are superbly per- 
ceptive and truly beautiful; to me 
and to Barbara, they constitute a 
striking part of Moffatt's consider- 
able legacy to Stanford. 

- Gerald Gunther 





A B O V E :  Plum Tree Lane and Pool. 

Plum Tree Lane, marked by the line of trees in the upper part of the photograph, 

appeared on a Stanford Planning Office map in 1964, but was superceded in the 1980s 

by the extension of Roth Way from the School of Medicine to Frost Amphitheater. 

L E F T :  "He always called this one simply 'Rainy Arches.' It was one of his favorites." 



A B O V E :  Fog, I953. 

"Moffatt  wasn't above doctoring a setting if it would make the photograph 

more interesting. I have a feeling God had nothing to  d o  with placing 

that broken branch at the foot of the giant oak tree." 

R I G H T :  Hoover Tower with fleecy clouds, 1955. 





April  8, 1957 

The lionorable Herbert llaover 
Waldorf Astoria  Towers 
New York 22, liew York 

D e e  M r .  Hoover: 

I am a member of the  Stanford Law School 
Faculty nnd I occasionally take photographs of 
tho many a t t r a c t i v e  scenes t o  be found a n  the  
campus. About a year ago I had the pood fortune 
t o  take a r a t h e r  m u s i a l  photograph df tho famous 
tower which bears your name. I thought tha t  you 
might l i k e  t o  have a copy of it so I am sending 
the enclosed p r i n t  a s  a g i f t ,  with my campliinents. 

I should perhaps oxplain tha t  the water i n  
the foregl'ound i s  a pond i n  a low spot on the west 
s ide of Lasuen S t r e e t .  about 200 vards mi. i n  rrnnt " - - - ~ 

of the  touar. The poid appears a f t e r  every heavy 
rain.  The p ic tu re  i s  intended t o  symbolize the 
idea tha t  tho tower is  e s s e n t i a l l y  i par t  of the 
Stanford scene. When one thinks of Stanford one 
thinks of the  clouds, the  h i l l s ,  the t m s s .  the 
lakes and streams. the  academic buildings--rind %ha -- ---- 
tower. Seen thus7a t  sunset the to& a l s o  symbol- 
i z e s  the  s t rena th  and the  p~rwmenoe  of a groat 
educational i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Yours s incerely,  

Moffatt Hancock 

MH: j r  

Enclosure 

HERBERT HOOVER 

The Waldorf Astoria Towers 
New York, New York 
Apr i l  22, 1957 

Dear Mr. Hancock: 

That i s  a beautiful picture - and 
I want you to know of my appreciation 
fo r  i t  and for  your lovely letter.  

A s  an  indication of my appreciation 
I a m  sending you some reading material1 

Yours faithfully, 
/ 

Mr. Moffatt Hancock 
School of Law 
Stanford University, California 



From the time he 

received it as a gift 

from Huncock in 

1957, Herbert 

oover displayed 

the photograph 

shown at right in 

his office in the 

ldorf Towers in 

N e w  York City. 

The  letters the two  

men exchanged are 

reproduced at left. 
































