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History society born: Stanford ‘‘comes of age”

“It could be argued that a university
does not come of age until it has a society
for the study and care of its history,”
President Richard W. Lyman told the 50
members gathered on the campus for the
first annual meeting May 4 of the Stan-
ford Historical Society.

“Not only historians but also everyone

should welcome the formation of this
society,” he said, “and | pay tribute to
those whose energy and imagination have
produced it.

“The work of the society and its lively
interest in Stanford’s past will inevitably
strengthen the affection and respect in
which the University is held by those who
know and love it.”

History is always a mixture of change
and continuity, according to President
Lyman, and the task of the historian is to
straighten the two out and distinguish
between them.

“From some angles even 85 years is an
inadequate measure of the distance be-
tween ourselves now and Stanford’s be-
ginnings,” he declared.

“So much has changed, not only in the
University but also in the world around
11.

“Yet there are also important con-
straints, such as the perennial problems of
financial viability, which certainly trou-

bled “the first "decade of this University.
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They are not as acute now but do trouble
us and are more complex than they were
then.

“The challenge of balancing the practi-
cal side of education against the more
abstract and theoretical side is something
that has been with us from the start. The
Stanfords, as you know, always put heavy

TAsTRioN s —welare ===stressTon-the=practical side,--but-at—the—

same time one would not say they under-
estimated the importance of the other
side.”

Watkins elected first
full-term president

James T. Watkins 1V of Palo Alto,
member of the Stanford political science
faculty for 28 years until his retirement
in 1973, has been reelected president of
the Stanford Historical Society.

Fifty members of the society, which
was formally launched in January, at-
tended the first annual meeting on the
campus May 4. They heard an address of
welcome by University President Richard
W. Lyman and a historical paper by
Raiph W. Hansen, Stanford archivist.

Hansen described the acquisition 100
years ago of the first parcel of the Palo
Alto Stock Farm by Leland Stanford.

_The farm subsequently became the Uni-
versity campus.

A red-bound volume of photographs
and text, “The First Ladies of Stanford,”
was presented to Mrs. Lyman for keeping
at Lou Henry Hoover House, the presi-
dent’s campus home. The book was pre-
pared and given by Luell W. Guthrie,
retired professor of women’s physical
education.

Other new officers are Mrs. William C.
Bark, Stanford, vice-president; Mrs. David
C. Regnery, Portola Valley, secretary; and
Harvey Hall, Stanford, treasurer.

Joining the officers on the new board
of directors are Robert M. Minto, Stan-
ford; Charles (Ben) Leib, Palo Alto; and
Mrs. George Liddle, Menlo Park.

‘Board members are elected by the
Society. The board then selects the offi-
cers from their number.

There will be no
“Chairpersons’’ on
Society committees

“Please call me chairman,” Professor
Eleanor Prosser said the other day when
she was appointed acting head of the
Stanford Drama Department. *‘| prefer
not to be called chairwoman or chairper-

son. My respect for the grace of the

English language and the intelligence of
women is too great to foist such awkward
jargon on us. For me, man is generic.”

Our Society's president, with his own
care for the language, agrees heartily and
has adopted the same etymological policy
for his administration. Accordingly, he
has named six ‘“‘chairmen’’ for Society
projects .and is looking for more to head
up other activities.

Chairmen are to investigate the feasi-
bility of projects, including financing if
required, and appoint additional commit-
tee members. Interested members should
send their names to the project chairmen.

Those appointed thus far are:

John R. Kates (156 Stockbridge Ave.,

A place to hang our hat

The Political Science Department, now
happily installed in the former Law

- School quarters on the Outer Quad, has
_ generously supplied the Stanford Histori-

cal Society with a temporary place to
hang its hat (or should we say, “its
plug-ugly?’’).

A table and a typewriter in the Depart-
ment’s Emeriti Room have been made
available. Now all we need is a person or
persons to handle the desk during part-
time hours. Any volunteers?

The loaned facilities also include a
locked bookcase where the Society is
assembling a collection of Stanford his-
torical works for the use of members,
supplementing the collections of the Ar-
chives, which do not circulate.

If you have a book or books which
might be suitable, please drop us a note at
P.O. Box 5466, Stanford, CA 94305.
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Atherton 94025); encouraging gifts of
historical materials for the University
Archives,

Jean Hanna {Mrs. Paul R.) (20 Pearce
Mitchell Place, Stanford 94305); fresh-
man and new student brochure on Stan-
ford history.

Patrick J. Maveety (1453 College Ave.,
Palo Alto 94306); compiling guide to
campus monuments, plaques, etc.

Peter C. Allen (Office of Public Af
fairs, Stanford 94305); historical atlas of
the campus.

Sue Blois (Mrs. Richard M.} (100
Felton Dr.,, Menlo Park 94025); dic-
tionary of campus place names.

Donald Atha (c/o Stanford Historical
Society, Box 5466, Stanford 94305);
remedying omissions in University recog-
nition: Memorial Auditorium honor rolls,
flowers for the Mausoleum, and especially
reerection of the clock tower with the
Westminster chimes.

Following is a list (reprinted from the
first Newsletter) of chairmanships to be
filled when members interested in filling
them are found. It is recognized that the
society is not likely to start all of these
projects in the near future,

Locating and listing Stanford memorabilia in
private possession—e.g. shards and stones from
buildings razed after the earthquake, books,
and other printed historical materials, portraits,
furniture such as roll-top desks originally be-
longing to early faculty and offices.

Stimulating through “correspondents”
throughout the University collection of records
for the Archives and their preservation in the
meantime,

Compiling a Stanford chronology expanding
and bringing up to date the one-page chronol-
ogy in the 1955 Alumni directory.

Establishing accessible shelves of available
historical materials and tracking down other.
Fiction with a Stanford setting would be a
second category.

Providing individual and group tours of the
campus for visitors with an interest in the
University itself (as distinct from those here to
visit for professional reasons some department
or other) under docents better informed of
Stanford history than the currently availabie
undergraduate guides.

Maintaining liaison with other local histori-
cal societies, e.g. the Palo Alto, the Menlo Park,
the Santa Clara County, the California Histori-
cal Society groups.

- Recording oral histories from elder states-
men and other old hands on campus.

Preparing ‘‘memoirs” where records and
letters exist, for the undergraduate days, of
unforgettable undergraduates—the james Lana-
gans ('00), The Paul Speegles (°30), and William
Kartozians {’60); of public figures—the Derek
Boks (Harvard President), the William Rehn-
quists (U.S. Justice), the Allen Drurys {novel-
ist), the Monroe Spaghts {Royal Dutch Shell}.
How we underestimate our own! The unforget-
table faculty members, both alumni and less
fortunate—the Guido Marxes, Edward Maslin
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Wreaths and other floral pieces intricately fashioned of unglazed ceramic and various
metals were removed recently from the Stanford mausoleum for cleaning, perhaps for
the first time since they were placed there. The job was done by a Historical Suciety
“committee’’ headed by Rosamond Clarke Bacon, ‘30, (center) who called for the
assistance of two of her cousins, Lucy Upson Peters, ‘40, (right) and Sharron Peters
Carleton, '61. Roses, daisies, pansies, and other flowers are represented, and the green-
ery is olive and laurel. The pieces were laid on top of the sarcophagi. Further research
is being conducted on their origin and will be reported in a later Newsletter.

Hulmes, Margery Baileys, Thomas Barclays, and
don’t forget the John McClellands, the Leonard
Schwartzes (yes, we know) and the Hazel
Hansens.

Compiling an iflustrated souvenir booklet for
campus visitors, the handsomer the better. We
need one for casual visitors to purchase at the
Bookstore and for docents to recommend to
their charges.

A full-length history of the University to be
ready by the time of one of the upcoming
centennials: 1984 (death of Leland Stanford,
Jr.}), 1985 (execution of the Founding Grant),
1987 (laying of the Corner Stone}, 1991
{opening of the University).

A Stanford dictionary or encyclopaedia with
alphabetized entries for subjects “of extensive
interest, inquiry or discussion,” to borrow from
the criteria for Who’s Who. Then no one need
be baffled by the “Immortal 21" and the
famous “500,” the “Wow Boys,” and the “Vow
Boys,” “Ugly” and ‘“Plug Ugly.” Thorstein
Veblen at Cedro Cottage, Kerensky at Kings-
cote.

More collections of alumni reminiscences on
the mode! of Edith Mirrielees, Stanford Mosaic.

John Gardner named
“athlete cum laude”

John W. Gardner, Stanford "33, Uni-
versity trustee and founding chairman of
Common Cause, has been awarded the
Stanford Athletic Board’s Distinguished
Achievement Medal.

The medal, inaugurated in 1969,
honors Stanford athletes who have distin-
guished themselves after graduation. Pre-
vious winners include David Packard, ’34;
Ernest C. Arbuckle, ’33; William Corbus,

’34; Charles A. Taylor, ’43; Robert O.
Reynolds, '36; and Robert M. Brown,’31.

Gardner held two Pacific Coast Con-
ference records in freestyle swimming.

He was secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare in President Lyndon John-
son's cabinet and has been president of
the Carnegie Corporation.

Hoover’s voice makRes
plea for peace at
building dedication

The voice of Herbert Hoover, calling
for “a concept of new human relations, a
concept that substitutes peace for war,”
was heard at Stanford in July when
ground was broken for the new Herbert
Hoover Memorial Building.

A recording of the late President’s
voice as he spoke in 1941 at the dedica-
tion of the Tower—the first of what will
now be three buildings of the Hoover
Institution on War, Revolution, and
Peace—was played for an audience of
nearly 200.

President Gerald R. Ford, in a message
read by his aide, Robert T. Hartmann, a
Stanford alumnus, said, “l am confident
that our 31st President would have been
proud of this endeavor. The expanded
library and research facilities will serve as
an outstanding center of learning for
scholars from all over the world.”

President Ford signed the legislation
providing a $7 million federal grant for



that job was already being done ably by '

the new three-story building, which must
be matched by private gifts. It is believed
to be the first Presidential memorial on
the West Coast.

Keynote speaker Hugh Seton-Watson,
professor of Russian history at the Uni-
versity of London, called the Hoover
institution’s resources ‘‘a unique trea-
sure” for scholars.

Historians, using original sources such
as Hoover’s collections, should not de-
nounce or cover up, but have “the special
duty of empathy and compassion,” he
said. It is not an easy job, “but only if
historians face up to these difficulties will
they be able effectively to serve the
purpose to which Mr. Hoover dedicated
the Institution. Its purpose, he said, ‘is to
promote peace. Its records. .. should at-
tract those who search for peace.”” - -

catled— :
active life of the mind,” and W Glenn
Campbell, director of the Institution, said
it recognizes the late President’s “many
great humanitarian endeavors and his 50
years of distinguished public service.”

Allan Hoover, Stanford '29, and a
member of ‘the Institution’s Board of
Overseers, said his father “firmly believed
in the indispensability of free inquiry”
and praised the new building as-a “living
memorial” in which scholars worldwide
would study for the “promotion of
peace.”

University Archives
has two million items
but wants still more

When the Stanford Historical Society
was established last winter the directors
pointed out that it need not act as
custodian of historical materials

the Stanford University Archives of the
University Library.

Rather, it was decided, the Society
would act as a “friend of the Archives”
by encouraging the donation of useful
materials. To that end the Newsletter
publishes this description by Ralph W.
Hansen, University Archivist, of the Ar-
chives’ functions: _

The Stanford University Archives, estab-
lished by the Board of Trustees in 1965, is
responsible for the preservation of the historic
documents of the university. The words “his-
toric” and ‘“documents” are both interpreted
broadly. We collect not only genuinely old
materials, but contemporary items as well; and
the types of materials in our collection are
many and varied, ranging from photographs of
student dramatic productions of the 1890’s to
computer print-out lists of the University’s
current contracts and grants.

Stanford President Rlchard W Lyman

The University Archives’ collections include
over two million manuscripts, 25,000 photo-
graphs, approximately 250 maps, 30,000 theses
and dissertations, and perhaps 50,000 copies of
university publications of one sort or another.
But though the holdings of the Archives cur-
rently fill close to a mile of shelf space, we are
always eager to acquire more. Types of mate-
rials in which we are especially interested
include:

Photographs of the campus and student life,
especially from the period 1920 to the
present

Minutes and records of student, faculty, or
departmental groups and organizations
(e.g., the Faculty Club, the Flying Club,
Students for a Democratlc Society, the
Mothers Club, etc.)

Personal papers of the Founders, Trustees,
and faculty members

Records (including minutes, correspondence
files, memoranda, etc.) of university de-
partments

Student letters and scrapbooks

Maps or prints of the campus

Student costu _uniforms (e.g., class ___
“hats; athletic uniforms, etc.) ’

Posters of campus events, especially student
programs.
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This list could be much longer, of course.
Anyone who thinks he/she has, or knows of,
some material which might be of interest to the
Archives is encouraged to contact the Univer-
sity Archivist, Ralph W. Hansen. (Address:
University Archives, Stanford University Li-
braries, Stanford, CA 94305, Phone:
415—-497-3155), We urge donors to write or
phone first, before consigning materials to the
mails, in order to ensure that their gifts do not
duplicate materials already in the University
Archives’ collections. (For instance, the Ar-
chives already has most of the Quads, Registers,
Directories, and Annual Reports of the Presi-
dent that it needs.)

Death takes several
long-time members
of faculty and staff

Stanford has reached an age at which
the deaths each academic year of several
of our long-time faculty and staff friends
are regrettable but inevitable events. The
following deaths were among those which
occurred during 1975-76 (with the years
of active Stanford service indicated).

1921-1952

Frederick G. Tickell, first head of the
Department of Mining Engineering, died
March 24, 1976. He was just short of his
90th birthday and was active almost to
the time of death. A pioneer in petroleum
engineering, he began his Stanford career
in 1921. and retired in- 1952. He was

““educated at the University of California.

1922-1966

Lillian C. Owen, former assistant to
three Stanford presidents and a Univer-
sity staff member for 44 years, died in
her sleep August 1, 1976, She was 78.
Miss Owen was on the Graduate School
of Business staff from 1925 until 1943,
when she transferred to the President’s
Office. She was graduated from Stanford
in 1920.

1923-1955

Jeannette Hitchcock Hopkins, for 32
years a Stanford librarian, died April 27,
1976, at age 85. At her retirement in
1955 she was chief of the division of
special collections, housed in the Bender
Room. She was graduated from Stanford
in 1914,

1924-1955

Harold H. Fisher, emeritus professor
of history and former chairman of the
‘Hoover-Institution, died November 15,
1975, in his 85th year. Dr. Fisher was
appointed to the faculty in 1924 after
serving in World War | and with Herbert
Hoover in the famine relief work in
Eastern Europe and Russia after the war.
He reached retirement age in 1255, Dr,
Fisher spent much of his life researching
and writing about the Bolshevik revolu-
tion and Soviet foreign policy.

1926-1959

Paul E. Holden, emeritus professor of
the Graduate School of Business who
conducted the first comprehensive study
of America’s corporate leadership, died
April 9, 1976. He was 82. Professor
Holden joined the business school faculty
in 1926, one year after it opened, and
retired in 1959. He was founding director
of the Stanford Executive Program and
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the Stanford-Sloan Program, which bring
executives back to school in mid-career.

1927-1951

Welton /. Crook, emeritus professor of
metallurgy, died March 13, 1976 at the
age of 90. He was the godson of Thomas
Welton Stanford, brother of Leland Stan-
ford, with whom his father was associated
in Australian business ventures. Professor
Crook, Stanford '11, was persuaded by
Theodore Hoover, then dean of engineer-
ing, to leave industry and join the faculty
in 1927. He retired in 1951 but contin-
ued almost until his death to report daily
to his laboratory in the School of Earth
Sciences.

1930-1946

David Harris, emeritus professor of
history, died August 18, 1975 at age 74.
He took his A.B. in 1924, AM. in 1925,
and Ph.D. in 1928 at Stanford and was
appointed to the faculty in 1930. He
served until 1966 when he became profes-
sor emeritus, excepting that he was on
feave in 1942-47 with the State Depart-
ment, in the latter years of which he was
involved in highly important and sensitive
work related to postwar Germany. Profes-
sor Harris devoted much of his time to his
students and was solicitous of their wel-
fare.

New books tell of Jane
Stanford, Lewis Terman,
and athletic glories

What -has been termed a “‘thorough,
objective, and sensitive” biography of
Lewis M. Terman, one of Stanford’s
greatest teachers and researchers and the
father of Frederick M. Terman, has been
written by May V. Seagoe. It is called
Terman and the Gifted.

The author is a former student of
Terman and earned her M.A. and Ph.D. at
Stanford. She retired from the UCLA
faculty in 1973 after serving as professor
of education and associate dean.

“This was a man who became a pio-
neer in mental testing,” Seagoe writes.
“Taking up a movement in disfavor, he
developed a systematic and amazingly
reliable method of measuring intelligence.
Then he turned the same process to group
testing of intelligence, achievement, and
personality. Most of all this was the man
whose landmark studies created a taxono-
my of the gifted. He destroyed the
common myth that the brilliant young-
ster is peculiar, unhealthy, and doomed
to early deterioration.

Stanford’s Ernest R. Hilgard, a former
colleague, writes in the introduction, “*Dr.
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Seagoe has been thorough, objective, and
sensitive throughout; she gives the story
of the man | knew. | believe this will be
his definitive biography.”

Dr. Terman came to Stanford in 1910,
retired in 1942, and died in 1956. His
son, Frederick E. Terman, is emeritus
vice-president and provost,

(William Kaufmann, Inc.; 258 pages;
cloth, $10.)

* ok ¥k

Gunther W. Nagel, alumnus and writer
of Stanford history, spent long, enjoy-
able, and fruitful hours in the Stanford
Archives reading the hundreds of letters

. of Jane Lathrop Stanford collected there.

The result is a book—/ane Stanford:
Her Life and Letters—which is of interest
not only to Stanford followers but also to
those who find the story of a strong

woman to be a significant part of social ..

history..

The book consists largely of the letters
themselves, with narrative connecting
links furnished by the author. They tell
of the shattering loss of the Stanfords’
only child, the founding of the Univer-
sity, and Mrs. Stanford’s heroic effort to
keep the University running after the

~ death of her husband.

(Available from the publisher, the
Stanford Alumni Association; 178 pages;
paperback, $7.37; hardcover, $9.49.)

* k%

Don Liebendorfer, known to tens of
thousands of alumni through his more
than 50 years as Stanford’s sports publi-
cist, is the author of The Color of Life is
Red: A History of Athletics at Stanford
University. )

In the. book's 330 oversize pages,
including 250 pictures, Don gives an
authoritative and intimate account of
athletics at Stanford from the founding /n
all sports.

It is a book which can be read for
enjoyment and used indefinitely as a
reference work.

(Available from the publisher, the De-
partment of Athletics, Stanford Univer-
sity; hardcover, $13.73.)

Endowed chair honors
Marguerite Wilbur

Stanford has honored the memory of
Marguerite Blake Wilbur, wife of the
University’s third president, Ray Lyman
Wilbur, by establishing in her name an
endowed professorship in the natural
sciences.

Both of the Wilburs were much inter-
ested in natural sciences. In fact they first
met when they were students in a sum-

mer program at Hopkins Marine Station
in Pacific Grove late in 1895.

Enrolled at Stanford as a premedical
student, Mrs. Wilbur received her A.B. in
physiology in 1897. The following year
she married Ray Wilbur, '96, then a
medical student.

Over the years she was active in a wide
variety of volunteer activities, including
Belgian relief work in World War [, the
Stanford Convalescent Home, the Palo
Alto Hospital auxiliary, the Stanford
Mothers’ Club, and the American Associa-
tion of University Women. But first and
foremost she was devoted to her home
and family. She died in December 1946.

A bequest from Dr. Wilbur, held in
trust since his death in 1949, will become
available for University use in 1977, By
vote of the Stanford Trustees, these funds
will be used to endow the Marguerite
Blake Wilbur chair. The first holder will
be Henry Taube, distinguished Stanford
chemist.

Legendary names are
revived by research
society celebration

Jordan. Branner. Marx. Wing. Angell.
Dudley. Kellogg. Fish.

These legendary Stanford faculty
names were among those engraved on the
founding charter of the Stanford chapter
of Sigma Xi, the scientific research honor
society of North America.

The charter was dated December 16,
1901, and in May of this year chapter
members and guests gathered at the Stan-
ford Faculty Club to celebrate a 75th

- anniversary.

Dixy Lee Ray, Stanford Ph.D. '46 and
past chairman of the Atomic Energy
Commission and Assistant Secretary of
State, was the guest of honor. She was
presented with the Procter Prize of Sigma
Xi.

To commemorate the event, Frederick
W. Crawford, Stanford professor of elec-
trical engineering since 1959 and past
president of the Stanford Sigma Xi
chapter, has prepared an informative
keepsake.

He has woven Stanford history, na-
tional and local Sigma Xi history, and
pertinent world events into a fascinating
account. Special sections are devoted to
the lives of two men—William F. Durand
and Frederick E, Terman—both of whom
served as presidents of the local and
national Sigma Xi bodies.

The Newsletter has selected two ex-
cerpts which, though not representative















