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History society born: Stanford "comes o f  age" 
" I t  could be argued that a university 

does not come o f  age unti l  i t  has a society 
for the study and care o f  i t s  history," 
President Richard W. Lyman told the 50 
members gathered on the campus for the 
first annual meeting May 4 o f  the Stan- 
ford Historical Society. 

-- "Not only historians but  also everyone 
-.. 

should welcome the formation o f  this 
society," he said, "and I pay tribute to  
those whose energy and imagination have 
produced it. 

"The work of the society and its lively 
interest in Stanford's past will inevitably 
strengthen the affection and respect in 
which the University is held by those who 
know and love it" 

History is always a mixture o f  change 
and continuity, according to  President 
Lyman, and the task o f  the historian i s  to  
strdighten the two out and distinguish 
between them. 

"From some angles even 85 years i s  an 
inadequate measure o f  the distance be- 
tween ourselves now and Stanford's be- 
ginnings," he declared. 

"So much has changed, not only in the 
University but  also in the world around 
it. 

"Yet there are also important con- 
straints, such as the perennial problems o f  

They are not as acute now but do trouble 
us and are more complex than they were 
then. 

"The challenge o f  balancing the practi- 
cal side o f  education against the more 
abstract and theoretical side is something 
that has been with us from the start. The 
Stanfords, as you know, always put heavy 

= ~ ~ a h s + ~ a c t i c a t  side, bugat+- 
same time one would not say they under- 
estimated the importance o f  the other 
side." 

Watkins elected first 
full-term president 

James T. Watkins I V  o f  Palo Alto, 
member o f  the Stanford political science 
faculty for 28 years until his retirement 
in 1973, has been reelected president o f  
the Stanford Historical Society. 

Fi f ty  members o f  the society, which 
was formally launched in January, at- 
tended the first annual meeting on the 
campus May 4. They heard an address o f  
welcome by University President Richard 
W. Lyman and a historical paper by 
Ralph W. Hansen, Stanford archivist. 

Hansen described the acquisition 100 
years ago o f  the first parcel o f  the Palo 
Alto Stock Farm by Leland Stanford. 

A red-bound volume o f  photographs 
and text, "The First Ladies o f  Stanford," 
was presented to  Mrs. Lyman for keeping 
at Lou Henry Hoover House, the presi- 
dent's campus home. The book was pre- 
pared and given by Luell W. Guthrie, 
retired professor o f  women's physical 
education. 

Other new officers are Mrs. William C. 
Bark, Stanford, vice-president; Mrs. David 
C. Regnery, Portola Valley, secretary; and 
Harvey Hall, Stanford, treasurer. 

Joining the officers on the new board 
o f  directors are Robert M. Minto, Stan- 
ford; Charles (Ben) Leib, Palo Alto; and 
Mrs. George Liddle, Menlo Park. 

Board members are elected by the 
Society. The board then selects the offi- 

There will be no 
"chairpersons" on 
Society committees 

"Please call me chairman," Professor 
Eleanor Prosser said the other day when 
she was appointed acting head o f  the 
Stanford Drama Department. "I prefer 
not to  be called chairwoman or chairper- 
son. My -rFspect for the grace o f  the 
English language and the intelligence of 
women i s  too great to foist such awkward 
jargon on us. For me, man i s  generic." 

Our Society's president, with his own 
care for the language, agrees heartily and 
has adopted the same etymological policy 
for his administration. Accordingly, he 
has named six "chairmen" for Society 
projects and i s  looking for more to head 
up other activities. 

Chairmen are to  investigate the feasi- 
bility o f  projects, including financing i f  
required, and appoint additional commit- 
tee members. Interested members should 
send their names to the project chairmen. 

Those appointed thus far are: 
John R. Kates (156 Stockbridge Ave., 

A place to hang our hat 
The Political Science Department, now 

happily installed in the former Law 
School quarters on the Outer Quad, has 
generously supplied the Stanford Histori- 
cal Society with a temporary place to 
hang i t s  hat (or should we say, " i t s  
plug-ugly?"). 

A table and a typewriter in the Depart- 
ment's Emeriti Room have been made 
available. Now all we need i s  a person or 
persons to  handle the desk during part- 
time hours. Any volunteers? 

The loaned facilities also include d 

locked bookcase where the Society i s  
assembling a collection of Stanford his- 
torical works for the use of members, 
supplementing the collections of the Ar- 
chives, which do not circulate. 

I f  you have a book or books which 
might be suitable, please drop us d note at 
P.O. Box 5466, Stanford, CA 94305. 

" . . . change and continuity" cers from their number. 
















