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A CAMPUS ARCHITECTURAL JEWEL:

The Dunn-Bacon House

“It is comforting for us

— as, indeed, it must be
for all Stanford — to know
that this grand old home
is better than new

as it nears the beginning
of its second century,

and that you will be there
to keep the flag flying
and the roses in bloom.”
STANFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
COMMENDATION TO THE BACONS, 1990,

FOR REPAIRS MADE FOLLOWING

THE LOMA PRIETA EARTHQUAKE

By KATHERINE J. CLIFFORD

HE DUNN-BACON HOUSE, CONSTRUCTED IN 1899,
is one of Stanford University’s most cherished
historic houses. For most of its history, this eye-
catching white Classical Revival residence was the
home of Professor Harold Bacon and his wife, Rosa-
mond Clarke Bacon, both well-known campus fig-
ures for more than half a century. The house itself
has had only two owners and retains most of its
original character. Few such homes representing the
early architectural heritage of Stanford remain standing in their original
state, and even fewer remain in their original condition.

The University experienced its
first housing shortage in the mid-
1890s. Many students and unmar-
ried faculty boarded in nearby
Palo Alto and Mayfield and a
handful of boarding houses sprung
up on campus among the faculty
homes built along Salvatierra, Al-
varado Row, and Lasuen. Only
University faculty and staff, how-
ever, were allowed to build family
residences on campus.

Early in the decade, Harriett
Dunn, a San Francisco acquain-
tance of Jane Stanford, discussed
with Jane the possibility that she
and her husband, Orrin, a West
Coast representative for the Bissell

Carpet Sweeper Company, might
build a home on campus. Al-
though the chain of events is now
uncertain, the Dunns initially op-
erated a boarding house for young
faculty. (This boarding house,
since demolished, was located
across from the old post office on
the site of today’s White Plaza,
and for many years it was occu-
pied by Sigma Alpha Epsilon fra-
ternity.) At some later time, possi-
bly 1897 or 1898, Mrs. Stanford
gave the Dunns permission to
build their large white clapboard
private residence on Lasuen. (The
house originally was addressed as
13 Lasuen, but because of renum-



ABOVE: Stanford faculty bousing, early 1900s.
The Dunn House is the two-story white house at right.
Memorial Arch is visible to the right of the smokestack.

RIGHT: Orrin and Harriett Dunn outside the
boarding house they operated at #1 Lasuen, ca.1896.

bering and street name changes, it is now 565 May-
field.)

The house was designed by University architect
Charles Hodges. Hodges had begun his career at
Stanford as a draftsman in 1888 under Charles
Coolidge, resident architect for Shepley, Rutan and
Coolidge. With the firm’s resignation from the Stan-
ford project in 1891, Hodges took over as resident
architect and oversaw construction of the Quadran-
gle, Memorial Church, the Museum and other major
University buildings. He also designed 12 private
campus houses and three sororities and fraternities.
Of Hodges’ residential designs, only the Dunn-Bacon
and the Griffen-Drell (570 Alvarado Row) houses re-
main.

The house was owned by Mrs. Dunn until her
death in 1946, but its association with the Bacon
family began much earlier. Soon after the Dunns
moved into their new home, Harriett invited her
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cousin, Robert Harold Bacon, and his mother to
move from Chicago to Stanford following the death
of his father. Robert attended Stanford, graduating in
1902. His son, Harold, followed suit, arriving as a
freshman in 1924. He first moved into the house as a
graduate student in 1928 at the invitation of his
cousin, the now widowed Mrs. Dunn, and after a
year away from campus returned in 1930. He also
joined the Stanford faculty that year as an acting in-
structor of mathematics.



The Dunn-Bacon house, ca. 1929.
Roses already bad been planted along the driveway.

Rosamond Clarke, director of Roble Hall, and
Bacon, by then a tenured professor, were married in
1946 and took up life together at the house on La-
suen. When Harriett Dunn died, Harold Bacon in-
herited the house and the ground lease. The Bacon
family (soon to include their son Charles) and their
home became an institution on campus.

The exterior appearance of the house has changed
little since 1899. Mature trees now shield the prop-
erty from the student residence next door, formerly
Beta Theta Pi fraternity, and from Campus Drive on
its southeast side. Its meticulously maintained roses
lining the drive have been admired for more than 50
years. The house, which has always been painted
white with dark shutters, is now adorned with the
white flagpole that until 1959 stood in front of the
old campus post office.

The Classical Revival style gained popularity in the
1890s. This large, rectangular structure is on a brick
foundation, but since 1990 has drawn its support
from new sections of concrete. Four fluted Ionic
columns with oversized capitals support a two-story

COURTESY OF CHARLES BACON

Bacon House faces uncertain future

hat is the future of the Dunn-Bacon

house? Because of declining health,

Rosamond Bacon moved to Palo Alto
Commons, an assisted living facility, in Septem-
ber 1997. Her son, Charles, will soon sell the
campus landmark.

In keeping with its policy of acquiring all fac-
ulty/staff houses within the Campus Drive loop,
the University will purchase the house, but no
decision has been made about its future use.

In February, the Historical Society Board
of Directors appointed Psychology Professor
Emeritus Albert Hastorf, who also is former
provost, to head a three-member committee to
study possibilities for the house. Other mem-
bers are President Emeritus Richard W. Lyman
and Gail Mahood, chair of Geological and En-
vironmental Sciences.

In the meantime, the home is being rented by
new faculty member Rob Dunbar, a colleague of
Mahood and friend of Charles Bacon.




What style is it?

any people call it Greek Re-
vival. In an exhibit about cam-
pus architecture 1o years ago,
it was referred to as Colonial
Revival.
But the architectural style
of the Dunn-Bacon house is
more appropriately labeled Classical Revival, ac-
cording to Paul Turner, an architectural historian
on the Stanford art faculty and member of the His-
torical Society Board of Directors.

Greek Revival structures, mostly built between
1825 and 1860, “are often like little Greek tem-
ples,” Turner said.

A thick volume by Virginia and Lee McAlester
called A Field Guide to American Houses says
that Greek Revival houses are distinguished by
wide bands of cornice trim and by Doric columns
(plain capitals). The Dunn-Bacon columns are
Ionic (scroll-like capital), and the
house lacks wide cornice trim.

Colonial Revival houses, ac-
cording to the McAlester book,
usually have one-story porches
and narrow columns.

Another category is called
Early Classical Revival, dating
from 1770 to 1830, and found
mostly in the South. The Dunn-
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Bacon house resembles these houses, but is a later
interpretation. The McAlester book calls this later
style Neoclassical, and dates it from 1895 to 1950.

Turner said most architectural historians prefer
the term Classical Revival to Neoclassical, but
adds that the terms are interchangeable.

Houses in this group are distinguished by two-
story heavy dramatic columns,
with an accentuated ornament at
the top (in our case, the lonic
scrolls are quite large). Another
distinguishing characteristic is a
curved fanlight over the front
door. Standing on the porch of
the Dunn-Bacon house, you can
see a curved fanlight hiding un-
der the canvas awning (left).




DUNN-BACON HOUSE,

continued from page 5

pediment to create a dramatic en-
trance portico. The pediment is de-
tailed with dentils and trimmed
with raking molding. Single pi-
lasters and side windows flank the
three-paneled wooden door and an
elliptical arched window is set
above the door. The house’s shingle
hip roof is broken by the pediment
in front and by three pedimented
dormer windows on two sides and
the rear of the building. Five pairs
of double-hung windows with lou-
vered exterior shutters and cornice
window heads span the facade.

The front door leads into an in-
timate entry room which gives ac-
cess through pocketed doors to a
living room on the right, a parlor
on the left, and a dining room
straight ahead. The warm am-
biance of these formal rooms is em-
phasized by the deep, rich redwood
original wainscoting. Also original
are the pine flooring and plaster
ceilings, which run throughout the
interior. The entry is accented by
original fixtures and furniture,
including a small pump organ
(1885), a turn-of-the-century ma-
hogany secretary, and frosted glass
wall sconces.

The entry leads through paneled
double pocket doors into the living
room, which is divided by two
Doric columns and pilasters. One
of the unusual yet delightful fea-
tures of the home is a hidden stair-
case in the living room. Ros Bacon
loved to describe how Mrs. Dunn
could use this staircase to slip up-
stairs to freshen up should she see
unexpected visitors approaching.
The only remaining fireplace is at
the far end of this large, rectangular

See DUNN-BACON HOUSE, page 11

Rosamond Clarke Bacon
Roble director, Historical Society founder

osamond Clarke Bacon, one of

the founders of Stanford His-

torical Society and long affec-
tionately referred to as the “Dean of
the Lower Row,” was born to a well-
known family in Ventura, Calif., in
1908. She spent much of her child-
hood in Los Angeles, where her fa-
ther was a prominent lawyer and
civic leader.

Although she spells her nickname
name “Ros,” she pronounces it
“Roz.”

Ros enrolled at Stanford in 1926
and was quickly involved in women’s
athletics and other women’s activi-
ties. She lived in Roble Hall her fresh-
man year, then pledged Kappa Kappa
Gamma sorority, where she lived the
next three years.

During her senior year, she was
elected to Cap and Gown, the
women’s honor society, and served as
president of the Women’s Athletic
Association. In that role, she helped
persuade the men’s athletic board to
build the current Roble Gym for
women. The women paraded around
campus with signs and attached them
to cars, impressing some and annoy-
ing others.

Ros also helped raise money to
pay off construction loans on the
Women’s Clubhouse, built in 1915
by a consortium of alummnae and
women students and faculty.

After earning her bachelor’s de-
gree in history in 1930, Ros taught
elementary school in Lindsey in the
San Joaquin Valley, then returned to
Stanford as the first graduate stu-
dent of history Professor Thomas
Bailey.

Caught up again in raising funds
for the Women’s Clubhouse, Ros
found herself in charge of a benefit
fashion show. When Prof. Bailey
saw an account of her efforts in the
Stanford Daily, he summoned her
and announced: “Miss Clarke, you

Rosamond Clarke Bacon

can either put on a fashion show or
you can be a master’s student under
me, but you can’t do both.” Ros car-
ried on in secret.

She wrote a thesis on t9th-cen-
tury presidential candidate and
Speaker of the House James G.
Blaine, earning her master’s degree
in 1932, then returned to Ventura to
teach for three years. Through her
friendship with Mary Yost, Stan-
ford’s dean of women, Ros landed a
job in 1936 as a dormitory director
at Scripps College for Women in
Claremont.

In 1938, she returned to Stanford
and over the next eight years served
as director of several women’s dormi-
tories, including Roble, Lagunita, and
the Union. This experience gave her a
new perspective on sororities. Believ-
ing they had a destructive effect on
women who did not make the cut,
she joined the campaign to ban soror-
ities — a battle that was won in 1944.

During her years as a dorm direc-
tor, Ros often was called on to chap-

See ROS BACON, page 8
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ROS BACON, continued from page 7

eron dances, and in that role became
reacquainted with a young mathe-
matics professor, Harold Bacon,
whom she knew casually at Los An-
geles High School. One alumnus re-
members them as the perfect chaper-
ones: “They always looked straight
ahead.”

Romance slowly blossomed, and
Harold, who lived with his elderly
“Aunt Harriett” — actually a cousin —
in her house on the Row, eventually
broke the news that he wanted to
bring home a bride. Mrs. Dunn ap-
parently viewed this with some trepi-
dation, as did Ros.

In the end, the two women never
actually shared the house. Returning
from their honeymoon, the couple
found the house empty. During their
absence, Mrs, Dunn had become seri-
ously ill and was in the hospital. She
died within a month.

Although Ros left the University
payroll when she married in 1946, she
remained active in campus life and or-
ganizations until recently. She has
been a stalwart of Cap and Gown,
and over the years hosted numerous
gatherings for the group. She is one of
only three women who have been
honored with a named Cap and
Gown scholarship fund (Sandra Day
O’Connor is another).

Her deep interest in campus his-
tory led her to suggest - no, demand -
creation of the Stanford Historical So-
ciety. As recounted in Newsletter No.
1 of the society, Ros was pushing the
idea with Chaplain Rab Minto and
political science Professor James T.
Watkins IV at a party in 1974, and fi-
nally declared, “The three of us here
are the first meeting of the Stanford
Historical Society!” She was a mem-
ber of the preparatory group that for-
mally brought the society into being
in 1976.

Ros loved to reminisce about her
early Stanford friends, including Jesse
Knight Jordan (Mrs. David Starr Jor-
dan), Dean of Women Mary Yost,
and FElsie Branner Fowler (daughter of
President John Casper Branner). She
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parlayed her interest in the Branner
family into a whole issue of Sandstone
& Tile (Vol. 12, No. 1; fall 1987). In
addition to stories about the family, it
included — at Ros’s suggestion — a
replica of “Little Nonsense,” a lively
publication produced by the Branner
children in the 1890s.

She also championed the cause of
Nettie Stevens, a turn-of-the-century
biologist, who graced the cover of
Sandstone & Tile in winter 1993
(Vol. 17, No. 1). Ros was especially
proud of her role on Historical Soci-

Harold and Rosamond Bacon, 1985, with the roses that are a prominent

feature of the house’s landscaping.

ety committees that submitted names
for units at Governor’s Corner and
Rains Houses.

Family genealogy was also a
strong interest. She and Harold made
several trips to the East Coast and to
England, in part to track down dis-
tant relatives.

Ros was especially close to her
twin brother, Robert M. Clarke Jr.,
also a Stanford history graduate. They
enjoyed a trip to Europe after gradua-
tion in 1930. Bob, a high school En-
glish teacher, died of a heart attack

STANFORD NEWS SERVICE

£3



shortly before his planned marriage
to the sister of Hewlett-Packer co-
founder William R. Hewlett.

Late in life, her older brother
Thurmond, a lawyer and judge, mar-
ried Athalie Irvine, widow of James
Irvine of the Irvine Ranch and Irvine
Foundation. Ros and Athalie became
close friends. Her younger sister, Su-
san Hellen, died March 18 in Mon-
tecito. Susan and Thurmond also
were Stanford graduates.

Rosamond and Harold had one
child, Charles, born in 1948. He and
his wife, Cynthia Dusel-Bacon, are
geologists at the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey. They have a 12-year-old son,
Ian, who was born on Ros’s and
Harold’s fortieth wedding anniver-
sary.

— Karen Bartholomew

Harold Bacon

STANFORD NEWS SERVICE

Professor Bacon in the classroom, 1963. Bacon impressed students with bis
ability to draw a near-perfect circle freehand on the blackboard.

Legendary math teacher, faculty leader, enjoyed living in house

arold Maile Bacon made his

first visit to the campus land-

mark that would later bear his
name in 1907 when, at age six
months, he was brought from South-
ern California to see a medical doctor
— Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur.

Harold’s father’s cousin, Harriett
Dunn, invited the family to bring the
sick child to her home for examina-
tion by the campus physician. The fu-
ture Stanford president prescribed
medication and advice about diet, and
sent the future mathematics professor
back to Los Angeles, where his father
was an engineer.

Harold later returned to Stanford,
earning a bachelor’s degree in 1928
and master’s degree in 1929, both in
mathematics. Bacon then left for
Southern California, where he worked
for an insurance company in the mis-
taken belief, as his colleagues later
remembered, that he wanted to be
an actuary. In 1930 he returned to
Stanford on a fellowship, became an
acting math instructor, and started
work on his doctorate, which he

earned in 1933.

Over the next four decades he be-
came one of the legendary members
of the Mathematics Department.

In his teaching, Bacon brought
great skill, patience, and dedication to
the basic calculus series for engineer-
ing and science students. At his retire-
ment in 1972, it was said he had
taught more engineering and science
undergraduates than anyone else in
the history of the University.

Bacon supervised his department’s
undergraduate program, and regu-
larly tutored students in his office. In
1965, Bacon was named recipient of
the Dinkelspiel Award for outstand-
ing service to undergraduate educa-
tion. From 1954 to 1974, he directed
a series of summer institutes for high
school and college teachers of mathe-
matics, and he worked with the
School of Education to organize a
Master of Arts in Teaching with a
specialty in mathematics.

He was author of the widely used
Differential and Integral Calculus and
co-author of Introductory College

Mathematics, and he was active in nu-
merous professional groups.

Bacon is fondly remembered for
his ability to draw near-perfect circles
in his calculus classes. Years later, a
former student, who was practicing
the Bacon technique on a blackboard
before delivering a talk, was aston-
ished after his lecture when an audi-
ence member approached and de-
clared, “We were both students of
Harold Bacon!”

In the 1950s, Bacon was drawn
into a six-year correspondence with a
self-educated convict serving time at
the federal penitentiary on Alcatraz Is-
land. The touching story was the
cover feature of the March/April 1997
issue of Stanford magazine.

Bacon served on countless Univer-
sity and departmental committees,
was president of the Stanford chapter
of Phi Beta Kappa, and, in the late
1950s, helped plan the new Faculty
Club.. When board members pro-
posed a shower for the men’s room,
Bacon insisted on one for the

See HAROLD BACON, page 10



Harold, Ros, and Charles Bacon, ca. 1960.
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HAROLD BACON,
continued from page 9

women’s restroom. At the opening,
the women’s shower bore the hand-
written label “The Harold M. Bacon
Memorial Shower.”

A friendly, soft-spoken man who
was always impeccably dressed, Ba-
con was a familiar figure walking
from his beloved home on the Row to
his campus office. He and his wife,
Ros, expertly tended about 70 roses
that line the home’s driveway, and he
raised an American flag everyday on
the flagpole that Ros rescued for their
garden when the old post office was
demolished in 1959.

Harold Bacon died of cancer on

Aug. 22, 1992, at age 85.

Do students make
good neighbors?

Harold Bacon defends
student-faculty intermingling

The University’s plans to build
the Pearce Mitchell complex for
emeritus faculty and others drew
criticism in 1974 from many stu-
dents who thought the site was bet-
ter suited for student housing. The
students argued that their presence
nearby would be a detriment to
emeriti and current faculty living in
the planned development. Long-
time Row resident Professor Harold
Bacon disagreed.

Following are excerpts from a
Feb. 11, 1974, letter Prof. Bacon
wrote to the Stanford Daily defend-
ing the concept of housing faculty
members near students:

I bave lived in my present house for 45 years. For 30 years be-
fore that my cousin owned and lived in this house. Until a few years
ago we had as close neighbors at least eight or nine fraternities, four
women’s residences, five or six faculty families. We were all good
friends — and still are for that matter — although many of the frater-
nities and faculty families have recently moved to new locations
[their houses were torn down to make way for the Post Office,
Bookstore, Law School, and nearby parking lot].

I have no way of judging what, if any, inhibiting effect my fam-
ily may have had on our student neighbors. But I can say more em-
phatically that our student neighbors have been our good friends.
We like them, and have always liked them as neighbors. I can think
of no more than half a dozen occasions in 45 years when we were
at all seriously inconvenienced. T doubt if this could be said of any
neighborhood in San Francisco, Palo Alto, or any other community.

The fraternities that used to be here, and the one that remains
[Beta Theta Pi next door in 1974], were and are invariably courte-
ous, cooperative, and, looking at the broad picture over a long pe-
riod of time, desirable neighbors. “The Row” has a long history of
the friendly intermingling of faculty, staff, and student housing. To
try to make it appear otherwise, and to predict that this carefully
planned housing development will make it otherwise, is to do a

grave disservice to the entire Stanford community.
Harold M. Bacon

IO

— Karen Bartholomew
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The entry contains original furnishings including
a pump organ, 1885, as photographed in 197o0.

DUNN-BACON HOUSE, continued from page 7

room. The original floor-to-ceiling brick fireplace was
badly damaged in the 1989 earthquake and was re-
placed by a smaller tile-front fireplace. Flanking the
tireplace to the right is a double-hung window and, to
the left, a glass paneled door leading to a porch room.
This light and airy room off the rear of the house was
originally an open porch but has since been enclosed.

To the left of the entry hall, through the paneled
single pocket door, is a small parlor with three dou-
ble-hung windows trimmed in redwood. This room is
wallpapered with a William Morris design, “Acorn,”
featuring a brick-red floral pattern.

Double panel pocket doors lead into the dining
room, where a large plate glass window looks out to
the rear yard. The walls of this square room are
wainscoted in dark redwood from the floor nearly to
the ceiling. High on the walls, a pastoral wallpaper

KATHERINE J. CLIFFORD

The living room of the Dunn-Bacon house showing
“hidden” staircase concealed by sliding door.

scene runs the perimeter of the room. The six-inch
molding at the ceiling’s edge is reminiscent of a Geor-
gian-style cornice. Two built-in, floor-to-ceiling china
cabinets with leaded glass doors flank the entrance.

A single paneled door on the northwest wall of
the dining room leads into a hallway to the kitchen,
pantry and anteroom. The Bacons remodeled the
kitchen around 1947 to include a new sink, cabinets,
and other fixtures. The redwood wainscoting in these
rooms has been painted white. Two double-hung
windows in the kitchen face northwest, while one
faces southeast towards the outside patio. Two half-
glass transom doors lead into the storeroom and to
the patio.

The central staircase can be reached by either the
entry hall or the kitchen. The walls of the two-flight,
open-string staircase are wainscoted in redwood and
plastered, and the redwood treads carpeted. A straight

IT
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The living room of the Dunn-Bacon house as it looks today.

balustrade and simple handrail lead to the landing. Two tall, double-
hung lattice-work sash windows provide light.

There are six bedrooms on the second floor, along with two bath-
rooms and an enclosed porch. While some of the walls and doors in the
upstairs rooms have been painted or wallpapered, the rich redwood
doors, windows, trim and molding have been retained in the master
‘bedroom and front bedrooms. On the southeast wall outside the mas-
ter bedroom, a circular metal fire staircase was added after the 1989
earthquake. An enclosed porch, which extends from the bedroom on
the north side, is also a later addition. In the 1950s, the Bacons ac-
quired the sleigh bed and dresser of University president Ray Lyman
Wilbur, originally used in the President’s House on the Knoll. The
house contains a full length attic.

A wooden porch once occupied the center and southeast side off the
rear of the house. The central portion of this porch has since been re-
moved and replaced with a small patio. An enclosed porch is at the
southeast side and an additional utility shed is at the northwest side.

The house once contained three fireplace chimneys: one in the center
of the house, one at the northwest side at the kitchen, and one on the
northeast side at the living room. Two now remain and only the living
room chimney works today. The upper portion of the kitchen chimney
was removed prior to 1950.

While there have been necessary repairs, alterations and a few mod-
ifications, the historic integrity of the original Dunn house is well pre-
served. Features of this rare example of Classical Revival styling at Stan-
ford — the columns, pilasters and portico — combine with strongly Cal-
ifornia features of redwood paneling to create a unique architectural
treasure.
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Katbherine |. Clifford is an assistant
registrar at the Stanford University
Museum of Art. She wrote this ar-
ticle in conjunction with research
for her master’s thesis in museum
studies, “The Dunn-Bacon House:
A Historical Study” (San Francisco
State University, 1997).
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ABOVE LEFT: The living room

of the Dunn-Bacon bouse

as photograpbed by Robert Bacon,
ca. 1900. The floor-to-ceiling
fireplace was damaged in the 1989
Loma Prieta earthquake, and was
replaced by a tile-front fireplace,
visible in the contemporary photo-
graph above.

TOP: Detail, entry hall wall sconces.

Almost all the light fixtures in the
house are operated by pull chains.
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The Stauf-Harbaugh House

By Joun W. HARBAUGH

he Stauf-Dean-Harbaugh house
at 683 Salvatierra reflects the
tastes of its first owner, Professor
Ida Stauf, who built the “one and
a half” story home in 1929. It is
an example of the fashionable Tu-
dor style of suburban architecture
of the 1920s and early 1930s.
Stauf, an assistant professor of
Romanic languages, provided forceful guidelines for
architect Henry Collins. Virtually every aspect of the
house was custom designed.

Although her aspirations are undocumented, she
seems to have intended the house for her use only. It
was originally built with only two bedrooms and a
small kitchen. The dining room was designed for ad-
ditional use as a library, with three walls fitted with
custom cabinets containing adjustable shelves. The
living room, however, was proportioned on a grand
scale relative to the rest of the house and accented
with wine-colored velvet drapes. Its 12-ft. ceiling is
replete with beams and a series of wrought-iron tie
rods are fixed to the beams by elaborate wrought-
iron medallions. The angular staircase with its deco-
rative iron railings extends this motif.

Apparently Miss Stauf surprised the neighbor-
hood by building such an elegantly appointed house.
Its cost of $8,000 was deemed shockingly great in
1929, especially considering its modest size of 1,700
square feet.

Miss Stauf was born in 1871 in Bonn, Germany,
and educated in Germany, Austria, France, and Eng-
land. She came to the United States in 1895 and later
enrolled at Stanford, studying Romanic languages
and earning a bachelor’s degree in 1910 and a mas-
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The historic house described here by its owner,
earth sciences Professor Jobn Harbaugh, will be
among those included in a forthcoming publi-
cation about the lower San Juan neighborhood
(see back cover for details). Prof. Harbaugh is
chair of the society’s Historic Houses Project.

ter’s degree in 1912, In 1918 she joined the depart-
ment, teaching French and Italian, and in 1925-27
she went to the University of Paris to earn a doctor-
ate. She returned to Stanford, where she was a popu-
lar language teacher and an interpreter of foreign
customs and ideas. She retired in September 1936,
and died two months later.

Miss Stauf occupied the house until her death.
The house remained empty for more than a year
while her estate was being settled, but in 1938 was
purchased by Everett and Lena Dean. The Deans
added a sunroom, a study, a downstairs bedroom,
and second full bath, significantly increasing the size
of the house to accommodate a family with children.
The Deans’ two daughters were raised in the house,
but had left for college before the house was sold in
1955 following Everett Dean’s retirement.

Everett Dean served both as head basketball
coach and baseball coach during his 18-year tenure
with the Department of Athletics. Dean was nation-
ally known in both sports. Stanford won the NCAA
basketball championship under his leadership in
1942. Originally from Indiana, the Deans returned to
Salem, Indiana, in 1955 where Everett Dean contin-
ued to be active as a senior statesman in the world of
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intercollegiate athletics until his death in 1993 at age
John and Josephine Harbaugh bought the house

in 1955. John had been appointed as an assistant
professor of geology for a three-year term beginning
in the fall of that year. Stanford’s eligibility rules for
purchase of houses on Stanford lands were some-
- 'what ambiguous at that time. The rules stated that

95. Lena Dean died in the late 1980s.

assistant professors in their first term were ineligible,

but exceptions were freely granted and the Har-
baugh’s offer was welcomed. Stanford’s major aca-

demic expansion would not begin until later in the

decade and there was little demand for houses on

campus in 1955. In fact, the Deans had the house on
the market for many months with no takers. One
constraint for purchase of campus houses at that
time stemmed from Stanford’s lending policies. Stan-

Changes to the bouse show most dramatically from

the east side elevation — as constructed in 1929 (above)

and the 1997 remodeling (top).

ford acted as sole lender on mortgages for campus
houses, and had established an upper limit of

$15,000 for the loan on any house, new or existing baughs’ three sons were raised in the house, which
(not an unreasonable figure, given that a mansion was well suited for a growing family. The yard spans

r-tenths of an acre and provided a variety

of places for the boys to play, as well as space for
flower and vegetable gardens.

nearly fou

house far

longer than either of the previous owners. The Har-

could be purchased in Palo Alto at that time for
The Harbaughs have occupied the

$50,000 or $75,000.)

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

One of the major qualities of the neighborhood
when the Harbaugh boys were growing up was the
immediate proximity of the Stanford Elementary
School, which occupied most of the block that is now
the site of the Pearce Mitchell houses. Stanford Ele-
mentary was well known for the quality of its teach-
ers and its educational innovations, and it served as
the neighborhood social and educational focal point
for children and their parents for decades. Sadly,
Stanford Elementary closed in 1970, and foot traffic
by children on the neighborhood’s sidewalks declined

JOHN HARBAUGH

Wrought iron tie rods, medallions, and chandelier as
seen in the living room. The staircase leads to bedrooms.

16

noticeably afterwards.

The Harbaugh house was widely used socially for
many years, with picnics and dinner parties for
school friends of the Harbaugh boys, as well as par-
ties for Professor Harbaugh’s graduate students. Un-
til her death in 1985, Mrs. Harbaugh frequently en-
tertained there as president of the Faculty Women’s
Club, and also as an advisor to the chapter of the Pi
Beta Phi sorority, which was reestablished at Stan-
ford in the 1970s.

In 1984, the Harbaughs replaced the original de-
tached garage with a detached two-story structure of
1,300 square feet that provides ample space for a
woodworking shop on the ground floor and a large
room for crafts on the second floor. Two carports are
attached to the rear of the structure where it faces
Lane B.

Exterior details of the house as originally con-
structed in 1929 are shown in elevations of the four
sides of the house. Additions by the Deans in the
early 1950s changed the rear of the house but these
were removed during the house’s substantive recon-
struction by John Harbaugh in 1996 and 1997. Ar-
chitect Jerry Winges, who designed the reconstruc-
tion in 1996, reincorporated important details sug-
gested by the house’s original design. New wings
were added to the west and north (rear) sides of the
house, increasing the home to 3,800 square feet.
New rooms include a large library that faces the rear
of the house and adjoins the existing living room, an
enlarged study that faces the rear, a large new kitchen
and family room in the west wing, a new guest bed-
room upstairs in the west wing, and large master
bedroom and master bath upstairs in the rear wing.

Comparisons of the 1996 elevations with those of
1929 underscore the distinctive exterior styling re-
tained, including steeply pitched roofs with intersect-
ing gables, curving roof slopes, windows with indi-
vidual lights, and exterior beams and curving diago-
nal braces. However, the original shingle roof has
been replaced with sheet copper, whose copper verde
cast adds distinction and color. :

Similarly, photographs of the living room docu-
ment details of the wrought-iron railing of the stair-
case and iron tie rods and attached medallions at the
ceiling beams. A new wrought-iron chandelier de-
signed by Carol Lippert complements the original
iron work of the living room.
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By CatuerINE C. PECK, ’35

T00 YEARS AGO (1898)

Jane Stanford suggested turning the
unused Encina Hall dining room into
a general assembly room for use by
male students. Hoping to enhance so-
cial contact among the men, she in-
stalled billiard and pool tables, a pi-
ano, and tables where students could
read and write. The men cheered Mrs.
Stanford on the night their new
lounge opened. The dining room in

the men’s dormitory had closed after
persistent complaints about the food,
and many of the men took their meals
at eating clubs.

75 YEARS AGO (1923)

A gathering of 150 alumni, faculty,
and trustees paid tribute to Chancel-
lor David Starr Jordan, the Univer-
sity’s first president, on his 72nd
birthday. Alumnus Caspar Hodgson,

STANFORD UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

Encina Hall lounge — the “clubroom” — formerly the dining room

=

of the men’s dormitory, after its 1898 transformation.

’96, gave the University a bronze bust
of Jordan, made by Italian artist Car-
taino Scarpitta [the bust now is on
display in the Department of Special
Collections and University Archives in
Green Library]. Orrin Leslie Elliott,
recruited by Jordan in 1891 to serve
as Registrar and unofficial chief of
staff, delivered a glowing tribute to his
long-time friend and boss. President
Ray Lyman Wilbur hosted the Jan. 19
event, held at the Stanford Union.

In the wake of autumn rowdiness,
Rough’s Day, in which men carica-
tured the uncouth, misogynist Roughs
of the pioneer classes, earned one last
chance to continue as an undergradu-
ate tradition. To prevent future abuses,
Men’s Council set new rules including
no class cutting, no men wearing wo-
men’s clothes, no annoying of women
or faculty, and no Rough’s Day activ-
ities on the Quad.

Less than three years after the nation’s
first scheduled radio broadcast, the
University transmitted a Founders’
Day program through an arrangement
with a San Francisco radio station. It
was received by various alumni gath-
erings, including one as far away as
Oregon. Stanford radio station KFGH
originated the broadcast, and San
Francisco station KFDB granted use of
its frequency for 30 minutes. History
Prof. Edgar E. Robinson, head of the

continued on next page
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