
The Stanford Archives in 
Following are excerpts f rom the 

19 76- 77 report o f  the Stanford Univer- 
sity Archives. The Archives, a division o f  
the University Libraries, is headed by 
University Archivist Ralph W. Hansen, 
who also serves as chief o f  the Libraries' 
Acquisitions Department. The annual re- 
por t  was prepared by Assistant University 
Archivist Roxanne- Louise Nilan. 

The staff of  the University Archives 
has concentrated this year on improved 
organization and operation o f  the Univer- 
sity Archives and on preservation o f  the 
collections. This year has also brought 
significant growth of our collections and 
an increase in patron use. 

On June 1, work commenced on a 
major project to fully accession and l i s t  
approximately 25,000 photographic 
prints and 2,000 negatives in our Photo- 
graph Collection. A vital source of histori- 
cal documentation, exhibit materials and 
illustration for publications, the Photo- 

An autumn meeting of the Society - solely for exploring 
informally a subject o f  Stanford history and without the 
parliamentary trappings o f  the annual meeting in May - is 
being planned by the directors. Members will receive details 
in a special mailing. Robert M. Minto is program chairman. 
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Among the personal papers, photographs, and other records 
given to the University Archives in 1976-77 were two scrapbooks 
by Helen Vernier Holwerda, '33. They give a delightful view o f  
student life in 7929-33. This Big Game Gaieties program, for 
instance, trumpeted the introduction o f  "the new football song, " 
Flaming Red-which somehow sputtered out even though the 
music was by the talented Griff Williams and the lyrics by 
Burnell Gould. Among the dozens o f  performers were Paul 
Speegle, Norman Livermore, and Templeton Peck. Ram's Head 
is reviving the Gaieties this fall for the first time since 7971. 
It was first produced in 791 1. 

7 9 76- 7 7: A year of growth and hard work 
graph Collection i s  used frequently by 
off-campus patrons as well as campus 
offices. This project will bring a more 
flexible arrangement to the collection, 
geared to i t s  continual growth in size and 
use, and will alleviate the accompanying 
problems o f  use control, preservation, 
and loss of valuable materials. This 
project is  expected to continue to the end 
of the 1977178 academic year. 

A concerted effort has been made this 
year to preserve, according to current 
archival standards, other research materi- 
als in the Archives. Oversize photographs 
and posters too large for filing cabinets 
yet too small for standard map cases have 
been placed in acid-free print boxes. 
Fragile maps and prints are now being 
encased in sheets o f  clear mylar to 
protect them from mishandling and give 
them support while allowing maximum 
patron use. Museum-like items made of 
cloth, such as banners, flags, and turn-of- 

the-century athletic sweaters, have been 
wrapped in acid-free tissue paper and 
muslin cloth to protect them from the 
effects of  light, insects, and mishandling. 

Preservation o f  a valuable research 
tool, the Stanford Daily, was made 
possible this year with the microfilming 
o f  171 volumes, covering the years 
1891-1977. This project was initiated by 
the monetary gift o f  Dr. Michael J. Korff. 
While the Archives retains the negative 
"preservation" copy of the 61 rolls o f  
microfilm as well as a ful l  hardcopy set o f  
the Daily, a positive copy has been 
transferred to the Microtext-Newspaper 
Room to facilitate general patron use. 

The University Archives acquires all 
Stanford serial publications, many o f  
which are irregular and may cease publi- 
cation without notice. In order to clarify 
misleading serial entries in our catalog, to 
confirm contact with publishing offices, 
and to complete serial runs, a comprehen- 
















