
The Stanford Archives in 
Following are excerpts f rom the 

19 76- 77 report o f  the Stanford Univer- 
sity Archives. The Archives, a division o f  
the University Libraries, is headed by 
University Archivist Ralph W. Hansen, 
who also serves as chief o f  the Libraries' 
Acquisitions Department. The annual re- 
por t  was prepared by Assistant University 
Archivist Roxanne- Louise Nilan. 

The staff of  the University Archives 
has concentrated this year on improved 
organization and operation o f  the Univer- 
sity Archives and on preservation o f  the 
collections. This year has also brought 
significant growth of our collections and 
an increase in patron use. 

On June 1, work commenced on a 
major project to fully accession and l i s t  
approximately 25,000 photographic 
prints and 2,000 negatives in our Photo- 
graph Collection. A vital source of histori- 
cal documentation, exhibit materials and 
illustration for publications, the Photo- 

An autumn meeting of the Society - solely for exploring 
informally a subject o f  Stanford history and without the 
parliamentary trappings o f  the annual meeting in May - is 
being planned by the directors. Members will receive details 
in a special mailing. Robert M. Minto is program chairman. 
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Among the personal papers, photographs, and other records 
given to the University Archives in 1976-77 were two scrapbooks 
by Helen Vernier Holwerda, '33. They give a delightful view o f  
student life in 7929-33. This Big Game Gaieties program, for 
instance, trumpeted the introduction o f  "the new football song, " 
Flaming Red-which somehow sputtered out even though the 
music was by the talented Griff Williams and the lyrics by 
Burnell Gould. Among the dozens o f  performers were Paul 
Speegle, Norman Livermore, and Templeton Peck. Ram's Head 
is reviving the Gaieties this fall for the first time since 7971. 
It was first produced in 791 1. 

7 9 76- 7 7: A year of growth and hard work 
graph Collection i s  used frequently by 
off-campus patrons as well as campus 
offices. This project will bring a more 
flexible arrangement to the collection, 
geared to i t s  continual growth in size and 
use, and will alleviate the accompanying 
problems o f  use control, preservation, 
and loss of valuable materials. This 
project is  expected to continue to the end 
of the 1977178 academic year. 

A concerted effort has been made this 
year to preserve, according to current 
archival standards, other research materi- 
als in the Archives. Oversize photographs 
and posters too large for filing cabinets 
yet too small for standard map cases have 
been placed in acid-free print boxes. 
Fragile maps and prints are now being 
encased in sheets o f  clear mylar to 
protect them from mishandling and give 
them support while allowing maximum 
patron use. Museum-like items made of 
cloth, such as banners, flags, and turn-of- 

the-century athletic sweaters, have been 
wrapped in acid-free tissue paper and 
muslin cloth to protect them from the 
effects of  light, insects, and mishandling. 

Preservation o f  a valuable research 
tool, the Stanford Daily, was made 
possible this year with the microfilming 
o f  171 volumes, covering the years 
1891-1977. This project was initiated by 
the monetary gift o f  Dr. Michael J. Korff. 
While the Archives retains the negative 
"preservation" copy of the 61 rolls o f  
microfilm as well as a ful l  hardcopy set o f  
the Daily, a positive copy has been 
transferred to the Microtext-Newspaper 
Room to facilitate general patron use. 

The University Archives acquires all 
Stanford serial publications, many o f  
which are irregular and may cease publi- 
cation without notice. In order to clarify 
misleading serial entries in our catalog, to 
confirm contact with publishing offices, 
and to complete serial runs, a comprehen- 



sive survey was made this year o f  serial 
holdings. 

Significant gifts to the Archives in- 
clude 11 1 linear feet o f  personal papers. 
Outstanding among these are the papers 
of Vice-president and Provost Emeritus, 
Dr. Frederick E. Terman. Dr. Terman's 
distinguished careers as electrical engi- 
neer, Professor of  Electrical Engineering, 
Dean o f  the School of  Engineering, 
Provost and Vice-president, and Acting 
President of  Stanford University are well 
documented in the 90 linear feet of  
records. The type of material contained 
in the collection ranges from personal and 
professional correspondence to  research 
notes and published writings. 

Materials were added to a number of 
previously existing collections of personal 
papers this year. Notable among these are 
the correspondence, notes, and photo- 
graphs added to the papers o f  Dr. Merrill 
K. Bennett (Director o f  the Food Re- 
search institute) by his son, Dr. John F. 
Bennett; the correspondence, notes, and 
biographical materials added to the pa- 
pers o f  Lewis M. Terman (Professor o f  
Psychology and Chairman o f  the Psychol- 
ogy Department) by his son, Dr. Freder- 
ick E. Terman; and the military service 
papers, research notes, and correspon- 
dence added to the papers o f  David 
Locke Webster (Professor o f  Physics and 
Chairman of the Physics Department), a 
gift of  Mrs. Helen Wheelright. 

Several important additions were made 
to two o f  our most widely used collec- 
tions-the David Starr Jordan Papers and 
the Leland Stanford Papers. The Hoover 
lnstitution Archives gave to the Univer- 
sity Archives 36 letters, 191 3-1 91 4, writ- 
ten to Dr. Jordan (then Chancellor o f  the 
University) by many o f  Stanford's sig- 
nificant personalities, including President 
John Casper Branner, future president 
Ray Lyman Wilbur, and trustees Herbert 
C. Hoover and Timothy Hopkins. The 
correspondence deals with university mat- 
ters, particularly with the new Medical 
School in San Francisco. 

A more personal insight into Dr. 
Jordan's personality can be seen in the 
three letters given to us by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Callaway. These letters, addressed to Mrs. 
Callaway (then Mrs. Eric Knight Jordan, 
daughter-in-law o f  Dr. Jordan) speak o f  
his pet sheepdog, Jock, and are signed 
affectionately "(big) David." 

Ten documents, 1883-1 889, relating 
to the California Street Cable Railroad 
Co. were added to  the Leland Stanford 
Papers. As president o f  this company 
Stanford's signature can be seen on such 
documents as a bid for switches. s~ecif i- , . 
cations for five cable cars, and an official 
2 

Chancellor Dabid Btarr ~OPdan, 
c/o Bank of Montreal, 
LodonJng. 

Dear D+. Jordan: 

You w i l l  be pleased t o  know that we have f ina l ly  

a r r i ~ e d  a t  a sat isfacto~ry solution of the various problems that 

have been brought up during the past year in  connection with the 

Medical School. I t  looks now as i f  Pres.Branner had been eatis-  

f l e d  by the report of Dr.Vaughan, President of the American Media: 

c a l  Association and connected with the Univereity of Michigan 

Medical BchccL, &.'laughan rendered a favorable report and I am 

i n  receipt  o f  a communication -om &.I1Panner stat ing that he 

i s  glad t o  have had t h i s  report and to  have a l l  questions i n  

regard t o  the Medical 80hool se t t l ed .  This includes the question 

of a m i o n  with the University of California which the Trustees 

f ina l ly  t u n e d  down a t  their  l a e t  meeting. We m e  ~ u i t e  rel ieved 

t o  have these vapious problems behlnd us, but have been sanguine 

throughout knowing th& we would eventually land on our feet .  I 

leave to-morrow for a short t r i p  t o  the meeting of the American 

Medical Association. 

With very beet wishes, 

Very sincerely youre, 

Thirty-six letters to David Starr Jordan were presented to the University Archives by the 
Hoover Institution Archives. Several from Ray Lyman Wilbur dealt with the precarious 
early days o f  the Medical School. 

certificate of incorporation in the city o f  
San Francisco. The documents were a gift 
o f  Mr. and Mrs. William Wreden. 

Administrative offices transferred to 
the University Archives 65 linear feet o f  
records this year. A notable transfer was 
the records o f  the Institute of  American 
History by the History Department. Early 
correspondence in these records revealed 
many letters between E.E. Robinson, 
Professor of  History at Stanford, and 
other prominent American historians. 

Also notable was the transfer o f  
correspondence from the Physics Depart- 
ment (1 943-1 947). This correspondence, 
augmented by correspondence o f  the 
Physics Department (1 925-1 943) in the 
personal papers of David Locke Webster, 
former chairman of the department, 
proved invaluable this year to a Ph.D. 
candidate's dissertation on California 
physics. 

The School o f  Engineering made a 
significant move in transferring eight 
linear feet of  records (1943-1955) to the 
University Archives. This transferral has 
encouraged several departmental offices 
within the School as well as several 

engineering professors to contact us re- 
garding future transfer of  their records. 
(Note: A t  the time of this writing, the 
School o f  Engineering transferred another 
24 linear feet o f  records, 1921-1 945.) 

This year has also been highlighted by 
the support o f  the Stanford Historical 
Society. The Society has formally created 
an "Archives Committee," headed by Mr. 
John Kates, to aid in location and 
collection of historical records. The Com- 
mittee published two short articles in the 
Stanford Observer and the Campus Re- 
port requesting that alumni, faculty, and 
staff with Stanford memorabilia contact 
the University Archives. Thirty-seven re- 
sponses have been received to this date 
from alumni across the United States; 
many had never heard o f  either the 
University Archives or the Historical 
Society, but were enthusiastic in their 
support and gift offers. While many o f  
the items suggested duplicated our hold- 
ings, respondents offered a number o f  
important additions to our Photographs 
Collection, our collection o f  student 
scrapbooks, and our Stanford memora- 
bilia exhibit items. 



Expanded Society board 
reelects James P. Watkins 
president for 79 77- 78 

A newly expanded board of directors 
reelected James T. Watkins IV  as presi- 
dent of the Stanford Historical Society 
for the 1977-78 year at i t s  June meeting. 

Charles (Ben) Leib, nominations chair- 
man, reported that four members had 
been added to the board, bringing the 
count to 11. New members are Mrs. 
Richard M. Blois, Kenneth C. Christen- 
sen, Leonard W. Ely, jr., and Mrs. Eugene 
E. van Tamelen. 

Other new officers are Mrs. William C. 
Bark, vice-president; Mrs. van Tamelen, 
secretary; and Mr. Christensen, treasurer. 

Directors meet on the third Thursday 
of each month in the club room of the 
Pearce Mitchell Houses on the campus. 
They are joined in discussion by project 
and committee chairmen and representa- 
tives of allied interests such as the 
University Archives and the Alumni Asso- 
ciation. Usually about 20 persons attend. 

Dr. Watkins reported recently the 
appointment of Mrs. Dennis Bark to be in 
charge of preparing a detailed Stanford 
chronology. Work i s  also progressing on a 
campus monument and portrait survey, a 
dictionary of place names, production of 
postcards with historic scenes, a history 
for entering students, and promotion of 
gifts to the University Archives. 

The board has authorized expansion of 
the Winter issue of the Newsletter to 
include longer articles of historical inter- 
est. The Autumn and Spring issues will 
continue in the present format. 

Edgar E. Robinson one 
of four distinguished 
emeriti who have died 

Edgar Eugene Robinson, emeritus pro- 
fessor of history and an eminent Ameri- 
can historian, died in Palo Alto Septem- 
ber 7 after a short illness. He was 90. 

Edgar Robinson arrived at Stanford in 
July 191 1 -a 24-year-old assistant profes- 
sor of American history, having been 
appointed by David Starr Jordan. He 
recalled years later in a Stanford Associ- 
ates dinner talk that the Stanford summer 
scene "was quietly peaceful. Yet there 
was an expectancy in the air, some of it 
of my own making." 

What was to be "of his own making" 
was a long and productive career as a 
Stanford teacher and scholar. The dual 
role of teacher and scholar is emphasized. 
Though he published eight books before 

retirement in 1952 and two since, mostly 
in American political history, he was first 
and foremost a teacher. 

Professor Robinson estimated that he 
had faced 20,000 students in his 41 years 
as an active teacher and probably very 
few of them have forgotten his courtly, 
polished classroom manner. 

In 1922 he devised the interdiscipli- 
nary course, Problems of Citizenship, 
which developed into the History of 
Western Civilization. In 1925 he and 
Lewis Terman organized the Independent 
Study Plan to provide special opportu- 
nities for able and ambitious students. 

He founded and headed for ten years 
the lnstitute of American History at 
Stanford. The Institute each summer 
brought 100 college and high school 
teachers of history to the campus. 

One of his favorite themes in scholar- 
ship was "get the propaganda out of 
history." His book, The Roosevelt Lead- 
ership (1 955), an assessment of the FDR 
regime, was widely praised for achieving 
objectivity. Arthur Krock in the New 
York Times and Raymond Moley in 
Newsweek thought it did, although Nor- 
man Thomas, writing in Christian Cen- 
tury, was not quite so sure. 

In 1931 Professor Robinson was 
named to the Margaret Byrne Professor- 
ship in American History, Stanford's first 

endowed chair in the humanities. In 1948 
the Edgar E. Robinson Professorship of 
United States History was established by 
the May T. Morrison estate and other 
donors. He and Marion Rice Kirkwood 
are the only two faculty members to have 
been both holder and honoree of en- 
dowed chairs. 

Stefan Bergman 
Stefan Bergman, emeritus professor of 

mathematics, died June 6 at the Stanford 
Hospital. 

He was a native of Poland and taught 
at the University of Berlin and in the 
Soviet Union before coming to the 
United States in 1939. He joined the 
Stanford faculty in 1952 and retired in 
1972. 

Professor Bergman was a pioneer in 
the theory of the function of complex 
variables and several computation tech- 
niques are named for him. 

George H. Houck 
George H. Houck, professor of medi- 

cine emeritus, died in Palo Alto July 5 at 
the age of 75. Following service in the 
Army Air Medical Corps, Dr. Houck came 
to Stanford in 1946 to cofound the 
Stanford Student Health Service, consid- 
ered a revolutionary medical development 
at the time. He was director of the Health 

This new pedestrian and bicycle bridge across Sun Francisquito Creek stirs memories o f  
the old Roble Bridge, located upstream by the golf course until its demise in 1929. James 
Wm. Morgan, Sr., '37, a Chico attorney, has just presented to University Archives a tie 
from Roble Bridge, 4x8~56 inches covered with carved initials. His note relates, "It was a 
tradition that i f  a Stanford man walked a girl across the Roble Bridge that was the equl- 
valent o f  an engagement." 
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Service and also taught in the School of 
Medicine until his retirement in 1967. 

Howard S. Seifert 
Howard S. Seifert, professor emeritus 

of aeronautics and astronautics and a 
leading scientist and pioneer in United 
States space technology, died August 24 
at his campus home. 

He was 66 and had retired just last 
year after serving 16 years on the 
engineering faculty. From 1963 to 1965 
he was manager of the physical science 
laboratory of the United Technology 
Center in Sunnyvale and before that 
headed the liquid rocket section of the 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena. 

He was a past president of the Ameri- 
can Rocket Society and a member of the 
elite group of space scientists, the Inter- 
natiwai Academy -of as trod^^ -- 

Gunther Nagel is author 
of article on Leland, /r. 

Gunther W. Nagel, Stanford alumnus 
and retired clinical professor of surgery, is 
the author of an essay on Leland Stan- 
ford, Jr., which has been accepted for 
publication in California Historical Quar- 
terly, published by the California Histori- 
cal Society. 

The editor wrote to him, "As well as 
the story of Stanford, Jr., it conveys a 
wonderful sense of the experiences of a 
boy being groomed for prominence and 
wealth in a remarkable era." 

Dr. Nagel has written several books of 
history, the most recent of which is Jane 
Stanford: Her Life and Letters, published 
by the Stanford Alumni Association. 

He has given a talk on Jane Stanford, 
cofounder of the University, to several 
groups at Stanford and in Palo Alto and 
San Francisco and is willing to give it for 
any group that is interested. He may be 
addressed at 999 Green Street, Apt. 
2301, San Francisco, CA 941 33. 

Emeriti records now kept 
by the academic secretary 

With the retirement in August of Fred 
Glover, long-time executive assistant to 
President Sterling and then secretary to 
the University, the keeping of emeriti 
records has passed to Eric Hutchinson, 
academic secretary. 

Changes of address or any other 
information concerning emeriti faculty or 
staff should be sent to the Academic 
Secretary's Office, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA 94305. 
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Two are preserving story of 

The records and other historical data 
of an informal group which promoted the 
professional standing of Stanford women 
faculty members in the f i f t i es  and sixties 
are being organized for presentation to 
the University Archives by two of the 
group's long-standing officers. 

Known simply as Women of the 
Faculty, the group consisted of all wom- 
en members of the Academic Council. 
i.e., those with the rank of assistant 
professor and above. 

From 1953 until 1966 the group held 
a luncheon meeting without program 
monthly and met in the evening quarterly 
to hear a professional paper by a member. 

Hazel Hansen, professor of classics, 
acting on a suggestior- from President 
Wallace Sterling, founded the club and 
served as chairman until 1956. She also 
delivered the first paper, a discussion of 
her archaeological studies in Skyros. 

The second paper was in the field of 
aeronautical engineering, delivered by 
lrmgard Flugge-Lotz, professor of engi- 
neering mechanics; and the third a discus- 
sion of public lands by E. Louise Peffer, 
professor in the Food Research Institute. 

The same variety and depth of subject 
matter persisted until the final paper, 
delivered in 1966 by Edith Dowley, 
professor of psychology, on her work in 
the Bing Nursery School. A notable 
presentation along the way was that in 
1957 by Lois Stolz, also a professor of 
psychology, on motivation in women 
students. It later became the basis for a 
report and recommendations to the presi- 
dent of the University. 

The purpose of the organization was 
two-fold, according to Myra Keen, emeri- 

"Women of the Faculty" 

tus professor of paleontology, who was 
historian of the group almost from its 
beginning. 

"We were interested in learning what 
was happening in other departments so 
that we could see beyond our own 
specialties. For instance, I first learned of 
DNA from a talk given to the club in 
1959 by Elizabeth Roboz of the Medical 
School. 

"But we were interested also in raising 
the status of women on the faculty by 
recognizing their professional accomplish- 
ments." 

Probably ohe reason the WOF ceased 
to exist was that a philosophical differ- 
ence arose with the younger faculty 
women who preferred to devote their 
time to a more aggressive approach 
toward women's rights. 

That, at least, is the opinion of Luell 
Guthrie, permanent treasurer of the club 
and retired head of the Department of 
Women's Physical Education. She and 
Professor Keen are preparing the story of 
Women on the Faculty and also biograph- 
ical information on i t s  members for the 
Archives. 

"The members of Women of the 
Faculty held a deep, sincere concern for 
maintaining Stanford as a university of 
distinction," Professor Guthrie com- 
mented. "Each one had a talent that 
helped to make it outstanding." 

Chairmen were Hazel Hansen, 
1953-56; Lois Todd, assistant professor 
of hygiene, 1956-58; Myra Keen, 
1958-60; lrmgard Flugge-Lotz, 1960-62; 
Edith Dowley, 1962-64; and Mary Sun- 
seri, associate professor of mathematics, 
1964-66. 

Professors emeriti Luell Weed Guthrie (left) and Myra Keen. 










