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Birge Clark delights
120 at annual meeting

Lou Henry Hoover House, the gra-
ciously modern home which Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert Hoover built on the crest of San
Juan Hill and which is now the home of
the University president, was dedicated
May 18 as a California Historical Land-
mark as a prelude to the annual meeting
of the Stanford Historical Society.

A bronze plagque attesting to the
building’s place in history has been
affixed to a pillar of native stone in a
small grove of olive trees along Cabrillo
Avenue in thelower garden of the Hoover
House.

It was presented on behalf of the State

Department of ‘Parks and Recreation by
Kathryn Kaiser, chairman of the State
Historical Resources Commission.

In so doing she said, ‘I have to give:a
special smile to my dear friend, Dorothy

‘Regnery, because she has been one of the

most militant activists in seeing that the
heritage of Stanford University is con-
served.”

Mrs. Regnery, a member of the Hlstor-
ical Society board, arranged for the state
landmarking of Lou Henry Hoover House
and also  for its recent listing in the
National Register of Historic Places-at the
National -Level  of Significance, a listing
maintained by the National Park Service.

Robert ‘M.. Minto; program chairman
of the Historical Society, presided at the
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I& Annual Report
: of the President
James T. Watkins IV

Almost fifty years ago a great and
popular history professor at Stanford,
Edward: Maslin ‘Hulme, himself Stanford
'97, speaking: at-the funeral of a favorite
student, also- an alumnus but only by a
few months, quoted blank -verse ‘lines -
from .a young American poet Dana
Burnet:

Who dreams shall. live! And if-we do

not dream

Then shall we build no Temp/e into

Time:...

Still shall the Vision live! Say never-

more

That dreams are fragile th/ngs What

else endures

Of all this broken world save only

dreams?

Professor Hulme had never: lost his own
capacity for dreams and he nurtured that
gift when he found it among the students
close” to him, among them the young
man, gone before his twenty-first birth-
day, for whom he grieved now as if for a
son. ' o

Like. Stanford  University. itself: the
Stanford Historical Society was first of all
a “dream. Like. that earlier dream it is
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At the annual meeting: President Richard W. Lyman with Program Chairman Robert M. Minto; Provost

Emeritus Frederick E. Terman with Dorothy Regnery.
(Photographs on pages 1, 2, 3, and 5©Carolyn Caddes.]

today a sturdy reality. With regret over

. doing so but with confidence -as ‘to its:

future | determined to announce (pace
Calvin Coolidge) that ‘I do not choose to
run’’ for another election as president by
the Board of Directors.

For this occasion then let me quote
from a poet, in fact two poets, a common
enough Latin expression, sanctified first
by Catullus, a contemporary of Caesar,
and then by Tennyson, a contemporary
of Leland Stanford, Ave atque vale,
which translates roughly, “Greetings and
good-bye."”

This vyear’s annual meeting is the
Society’s third. The first, in May 1976,
culminated almost a year’s work of the
Preparatory Group and the planning
which preceded the convocation of the
Preparatory Group. (Newsfetter Vol. 1,
no. 1). At that meeting the original Board
of Directors was elected. As the Prepara-
tory Group's chairman, | reviewed the
developments leading to the reality of a
Stanford Historical Society. The work of
the year that followed was reviewed for
you at the second annual meeting in. May
of last year. (Newslerter Vol. 2, no. 1.).
We now come to a report on the work of
the Society during the year since the
second meeting.

If I may remind you, according to its
Articles of Organization, turning dream
into reality, the Society exists (1) to
collect and preserve the history of Stan-
ford University and (2) to encourage
knowledge and understanding of that
history: and of the ideals of its Founders.
From time to time the members may
gather to listen to reports and to other
papers or witness ceremonies such as
those conferring landmark status upon
the Lou Henry Hoover House, but the
Society ‘exists above all for doing things,
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for that “direct usefulness” the Founders: -
-of Stanford looked “for i their country-

men and. particularly in Stanford grad-
uates.

To carry out the purposes of the
Society the general membership .is con-
vened  in its yearly meetings for the
election of the Board of Directors and
then and on. other occasions for -matters
of general interest including the annual
observance of Founders’ Day. Otherwise
it is the Board that promotes the work of
the Society. Originally seven in number,
the Board was increased first to eleven
(Newsletter Vol. 2, no. 2) and now, to
facilitate staggering - of electiens, to
twelve. Even more  numerous are . the
project chairmen who join the Board at
its monthly meetings.

There "were other organization devel-
opments this past year. For one thing the
Society, as of September last, is recog-
nized by the University as a volunteer
organization working in its behalf. As-a
consequence all contributions to the
Society have the same status as contribu-
tions to the University for tax purposes.
Although we continue to rely upon
membership dues for support, the time
will come when ‘other support will have
to be sought for special projects.

One such project is the Stanford
Panorama, -described elsewhere- in  this
issue of the Newsletter. A significant step
was the appointment of the supervisory
committee, including members from -the
Society, the - Alumni  Association, and
other University agencies, for that major
undertaking.

o
In talking of organizational develop-

ments, let me return to-the change in the
presidency for a personal comment.

lt-is-not that after three years.t.had.

“tired of the responsibility, first for chair:

ing the meetings of the- Preparatory
Group and then meetings of the Society.
Rather it seemed to me that time was ripe
for new leadership. The availability of
Harvey Hall encouraged the change—even
if it came as a surprise to him.

But let -‘me say something more per-
sonal.. 1t is not given to many of us to
voice our ‘“‘nunc dimittis’” to-an institu-
tion we have served and yet know and
also have our audience know that with
our retirement there will' come little
change in the degree of that service. Rarer
still is it to do that twice. , '

Yet five years ago | stepped down :
from the classroom podium. into a retire-
ment that saw the loss of little but that
podium. There remained too much still to
do in the service of Stanford (not least
the founding of the Stanford Historical
Society!) for me to contemplate any
other course: And now that | bid the
Society a similar farewell it is with a loss
similarly -of--only this podium. You have
reelected me to our Board of Directors
for another three. years. Here, too; as |
shall presently show, though you know it
well ‘enough, there remains too much to
be done for me to think of being any less
active in the Society’s service. | am
stepping down, then; | am not stepping
out.

“To encourage knowledge and under-
standing of (Stanford’s) history” the
Society disseminates -among its members
and - among the members. of the public
that knowledge and understanding. Con-
tributing to this end are its" several
meetings and its. Newsletter with the
latter’s new and beautiful -special winter
issue. The Stanford Panorama will serve
that same purpose if largely though not



exclusively through the medium of the
eye. Work in progress in the same vein
includes preparations for a “Dictionary of
Stanford Place Names” (Mrs. Richard M.
Blois, chairman), a history handbook for
new students (Mrs. Eugene E. van
Tamelen, chairman), a guide to Stanford
monuments, plaques, portraits, etc., now
substantially completed (Patrick J. Ma-
veety, chairman), and a Stanford chronol-
ogy (in process of receiving a new
chairman).

“To collect and preserve the history of
Stanford” the Society discharges other
ongoing functions. It locates and seeks to
acquire (but does not purchase) Stanford
memorabilia and ‘‘heirlooms” for the
Stanford Archives (represented at Board
meetings by Miss Roxanne Nilan), the
Museum (represented by Mr. Maveety),
and when appropriate such other Stan-
ford agencies as the Hoover Institution
and the Lane Library. Of course these
efforts are over and beyond their own
acquisition programs. During the past
year (under the chairmanship of John R,
Kates) important caches of Stanford
papaers in private hands have been un-
covered, several have been inspected, and,
where owners have felt ready, gifts have
been received. Worthy of special note is
the Ellinwood collection left recently by
Dr. Lathrop Ellinwood to his daughter
Anne (Stanford ’40) and soon to come to
Stanford. It is a treasure trove of Stanford
medical history: school, hospital, and their
antecedents.in San Francisco.

Pursuing its double role, the Society
since our last annual meeting, that of May
1977, started some new tasks, continued
many carried on from the previous year,
and completed a few. Those completed
include first (largely owing to the efforts
of Mrs.. David C. Regnery) the new
landmark designation for the Lou Hen-
ry Hoover House (see elsewhere in this
Newsletter). The names of the war dead

from Korea and Vietnam have been
laboriously culled from the Alumni Al-
managc and. similar sources and only await
refurbishing of the Memorial Hall foyer
to be inscribed with those there from
carlier conflicts.. Pictures selected from
historical collections in the Archives have
been made into postcards for sale at the
Stanford Bookstore, among other outlets
(Mrs. George R. Liddle, chairman). Final-
ly, the bronze group of the Stanford
family has been moved into storage for
security pending the determination of a
site for its installation. A committee of
the Society has made a recommendation
on the latter question.

The record for the year may seem to
be a good one. Yet so many of the
dreams eluding us a year ago elude us

still. 4 -think of ‘a staff of docents for the -

instruction of - campus visitors. There
could be undergraduate seminars in Stan-
ford history; | gave one several times
while still on active duty. We must begin
planning for a full scale centennial his-
tory. We have thought of an historical
atlas, of an oral history program to
preserve the memories of our more aged
emeriti, of an encyclopedia or dictionary
of Stanford history. Other projects will
come to mind, projects awaiting volun-
teers to undertake them. My own favorite
dream is to hear the Westminster chimes
once more marking the hours and the
quarter hours from a new clock tower.
The bells are safely stored awaiting that
day.

Since the dream of a Stanford Histor-
ical Society is now a reality of such
proportions but with so many challenges
still to be met, by no Roman poet’s “Ave
atque vale” can 1 close this report, the
year since our last annual meeting, and
my presidency. | do so with the reverse:
Vale atque ave!, “Farewell...and hail.”

Jing Lyman (right) at the
Historical Society meeting
with Mr. and Mrs. Kosta
Boris. “‘Boris,” who had
served Herbert Hoover
for many years, was
major-domo of Lou Henry
Hoover House during

the occupancy of Dr. and
Mrs. Wallace Sterling.

Annual meeting
continued from page 1

plaque dedication and short talks were
given by two presidents—James T. Wat-
kins IV of the Society and Richard W.
Lyman of the University.

President Lyman reported that he had
received letters: from Allan ‘Hoover and
Mrs. Herbert Hoover, jr., son and daugh-
ter-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hoo-
ver, conveying their sense of happiness
and satisfaction at this event .and their
regret that they could not be present.

Lou Henry Hoover House is ‘‘of
interest not only historically but also
aesthetically and artistically,” Dr. Lyman
said. ‘It is always striking to us how
visitors—in their hundreds—are impressed
with the remarkable modernity of the
exterior design and the way it fits into
the site. Insidc it is gracious and remark-
ably expandable and contractable:

“l am pleased that the State is giving it
recognition and also that all of -you can
be here to join in the happy memories
and ‘in this recognition of the farsighted-
ness of the Hoovers—both in the way she
conceived of the house and in the way he
conceived of its future use to the Univer-
sity.”

After the ceremony 120 members and
guests of the Society gathered on the
main terrace of the Hoover House for
refreshments, hosted by Dr. and Mrs.
Lyman. Then; following an abbreviated
business meeting, Birge M. Clark, one of
the architects of the house, delighted his
listeners with his reminiscences of work-
ing with Mr. and Mrs. Hoover.

Directors elect Hall
president for 1978-79

Harvey Hall, the University’s registrar
for 22 years and then ombudsman for
two years until retiring in 1974, has been
elected president of the Stanford Histori-
cal Society for 1978-79. He succeeds
James T. Watkins V.

Professor Watkins, who was the guid-
ing force in the organization of the
Society and served as president for the
first three terms, has been elected
‘“founding president emeritus.”

Elise Liddle has been - elected vice-
president; Kenneth Christensen, treasurer;
and Claire Still, secretary.

In accordance with the by-laws, the
officers were elected following the annual
meeting by the board of directors from
their number.

At its April meeting the board
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