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" Stanford Med School: 
an Francisco Years" 

will be Nov. 4 program 
"The King is dead. Long live the 

King!" That is the way Yank Chandler 
characterized the move of the 
Stanford Medical School from San 
Francisco to  the campus in the fall of 
1959. 

To call t o  remembrance the many 
achievements of the King that "died" 
20 years ago, the Historical Society 
wi l l  present a special program, "The 
Stantord Medical School: The San 
Francisco Years," Sunday, Novem- 
ber 4, at 3:30 p.m. in the Sherman 
Fairchild Auditorium at the Stanford 
Medical Center. 

The program is being arranged by 
Alvin 1. Cox, jr.,  Professor of Pathol- 
ogy, Emeritus. Dr. Cox went to  the 
San Francisco campus in January of 
1928 and was there continuously as 
student and faculty member until the 
move t o  the campus. 

"The school on  Clay Street has 
lived a useful and worthy life," Dr. 
Chandler, who  had been dean for 20 
years, said at the time o f  the transfer. 
"Many superior physicians, consid- 
erable research of fundamental value 
and two great groups of teachers 
have made Stanford Medical 
School's reputation outstanding dur- 
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i ng  the past 40 years. Our  school has 
been recognized as superior, not 
only i n  the Unted States but  in many 
foreign countries." 

The move t o  the campus ushered 
in  a new era, in which medical re- 

continued on page 4 

Hansen leaves archivist 
post; Nilan succeeds him 

Ralph W. Hansen, University Ar- 
chivist under whose direction for the 
past 17 years there has been remark- 
able progress in the size and organi- 
zation of Stanford materials in the 
University Libraries, has taken up 
new duties as Associate University 
Librarian at Boise State University, 
Boise, Idaho. 

He has been succeeded as Uni- 
versity Archivist by Roxanne L. Nilan, 
his assistant for the past three years. 

Hansen, who holds bachelor and 
master degrees in history from 
Brigham Young University and a mas- 
ter in library science from UC- 
Berkeley, was first appointed Curator 
o f  the Stanford Collection in 1962. 

Over the next three years he ex- 
panded the collection into a true ar- 
chive - a repository for University 
records and the papers of officers 
and faculty members, as well as for 
material dealing with the more rv- 
mantic events o f  University and Stan- 
ford family history. This widened 



scope was endorsed by the Board of 
Trustees and Hansen's title was 
changed to University Archivist. 

In 1967 he was given the additional 
responsibility of heading the 
Librariesf Acquisition Department, 
where he saw his initial budget for 
book purchases grow from a half mil- 
lion dollars to $2.5 million. 

He has given hundreds of il- 
lustrated lectures on Stanford history 
to Stanford students, alumni, and 
other audiences and has written ex- 
tensively for historical journals. He 
played a major role in the founding of 
the Associates of the Stanford Uni- 
versity Libraries, a financial support 
group which also sponsors lectures, 
exhibits, tours, and other events, and 
he was on the original board of the 
Associates' quarterly, Imprint. He 
served on the Library Committee of 
the California Historical Society. 

Roxanne Nilan, already well 
known to Newsletter readers as the 
author of the column, From the Ar- 
chives, and for other activities, i s  a 
Berkeley graduate in history, Phi Beta 
Kappa, and has had formal archival 
and preservation training. 

She has participated in the acquisi- 
tion of new materials and has intro- 
duced professional methods in the 
organization of materials, old and 
new, enhancing their value to re- 
searchers, and in techniques of phys- 
ical preservation. Notable have been 
publication of an annotated Guide to 
the 227 collections within the Ar- 
chives and special projects for acces- 
sioning two extensive collections - 
the Frederick E. Terman papers and 
the W. H. Cowley papers. 

In announcing Roxanne's appoint- 
ment University Librarian David C. 
Weber noted: "The University Ar- 
chives is  in a sense a major branch 
library within the system, a special 
collection par excellence, a confi- 
dential archive for stated periods of 
time for Presidential and Trustee 
papers, a collection of materials in 
more formats than any other library 
unit, and a collection with conserva- 
tion needs and preservation tasks 
that are not matched by any other 
unit of the University Libraries." 

Both Ralph and Roxanne have 
been ex officio members of the board 
of the Historical Society and have 
aided in many of the Society's pro- 
jects. We shall miss one and we 
welcome the other to widened 
responsibilities. 
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"The busier the better" is motto of the Archives; 
increased patronage was major goal in 1978-79 

Archives exist to preserve things. 
But it would be a pointless exercise if 
their contents were not readily avail- 
able for use by researchers and for 
enjoyment by the public. 

So it is interesting to note in the 
1978-79 report of the Stanford Uni- 
versity Archives that one of the prin- 
cipal objectives for the period was to 
increase public awareness of the ser- 
vices and collections. 

A major step in this direction was 
the long awaited publication of A 
Guide to the Manuscript and Archival 
Collections of the Stanford University 
Archives. The 80-page guide provides 
brief descriptive entries for 227 
catalogued collections. 

"While not a guide to the entire 
holdings (monographs, serials, 
maps, photographs, ephemera, and 
some manuscript materials are not 
included)," the report states, "this 
volume has already proven to be a 
valuable research tool." 

Also published during the year was 
a two-color brochure, "Stanford Uni- 
versity Archives." Aimed at both re- 
searchers and potential donors, it ex- 
plains the importance of preserva- 
tion of historical documents, their 
use, and the present holdings and 
services of the University Archives. 

Several bibliographies on specific 
research topics were produced, in- 
cluding annotated bibliographies of 
primary sources in the history of sci- 
ence and technology at Stanford and 
of theater and drama at Stanford, and 
a bibliogrpahy of published sources 
on David Starr Jordan. 

Ralph W. Hansen, University Ar- 
chivist, andRsxanne Nilan, Assistant 
University Archivist, carried the word 
to the University community and out- 
side in several illustrated lectures, 
magazine articles, and exhibits. 

During 1978-79, 2;545 researchers 
made use of the collections, an in- 
crease of 10 percent over the previ- 
ous year. A total of 661,500 items 
were accessioned during the year in 
24 new collections and 16 major addi- 
tions to existing collections, bringing 
the number of manuscript/archival 
records to approximately 3.4 million. 

Unusual interest in photographs, 
both in donations and research use, 
was shown, Addition of 2,360 photo- 
graphs brought the collection to 
about 25,360 prints. Photographs, 

because of environmental condi- 
tions, inherent chemical changes, 
and careless handling, present spe- 
cial preservation problems. All frag- 
ile prints are placed in mylar sleeves, 
and early photographic processes, 
such as daguerrotypes, ambrotypes, 
tintypes, and stereographs, are sep- 
arated from paper prints for storage 
in acid-free boxes. 

Notable gifts received during the 
year included the extensive corres- 
pondence, research notes, and 
scholarly works of William H. 
Cowley, Jacks Professor of Higher 
Education; correspondence and 
notes of Rudolf Kompfner, satellite 
and optical communications expert 
and Professor of Applied Physics; 
legal documents and rare Stanford 
Board of Trustees minutes (1885- 
1905), which had belonged to Judge 
Samuel F. Leib, Stanford family 
friend and a member of the original 
Board; correspondence and notes of 
Howard Seifert, authority on rocket 
propulsion and Professor of Aero- 
nautics and Astronautics; corres- 
pondence, reports, and subject files 
of Provost Emeritus Frederick E. 
Terman relating to his interest in the 
development of technology in the 
San Francisco Bay Area; notes and 
published works of David L. 
Webster, professor and chairman of 
the Department of Physics; and cor- 
respondence and other papers of Ray 
Lyman Wilbur. 

Bailey's readers form 
f a n c l u U t h  T shirts - - -- - 

Thomas A. Bailey, Stanford's noted 
historian, has been honored by the 
history class at Elmhurst, Illinois, 
High School with his own fan club. 

Thomas Hyde, who teaches the ad- 
vanced placement course in Ameri- 
can history at Elmhurst High, and all 
21 of his students signed a compli- 
mentary letter to Bailey and sent 
color prints of the class. All were 
wearing handsome dark blue T-shirts 
with "Bailey Fan Club" in large white 
letters - a result of their having used 
Bailey's famous American Pageant as 
a class text. It i s  a sweeping overview 
of American history, now in its sixth 
revision. 

Bailey estimates the work has sold 
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with the Trustees und Mrs Stunf(irti (J.VC! 
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letter written by his grundfather ,  Suiniic:i 
F. Leib, us president o f  the 'i'rustec!s. i t  
especiully vaiuubie because of the rtoies 
penned in its murgin by Mrs .  S t u n ~ o r d  (111 

February 13, 1905, twu days before she- 
sailed f o r  Honoluiu, where she riieii 
Februury 28. In urte she wrote 
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