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James T. Watkins IV, Society's founding father, dies

James T. Watkins IV, “founding
father’” of the Stanford Historical Soci-
ety, died in Louviers, France, Sept.
27, while on vacation. Death at age 74
apparently was caused by a heart
attack.

One of the most popular professors

on campus, Prof. Watkins became

emeritus professor of political science-

in 1973. He was known to thousands
of Stanford alumni for his wit, his
loyalty to Stanford, and his willing-
ness to help students in academic
difficulties.

Perhaps prophetically, at one of his
last meetings with the Society’s ex-
tended board, he handed over a list of
projects which the Society had dis-
cussed but never followed through.
He expressed the hope that some
younger members of the organization
might accomplish them.

In 1981 he was unanimously voted
an honorary life member of the Board
of Directors. A memorial service pre-
sided over by the Reverend Robert M.
Minto, University chaplain emeritus,
was held in Memorial Church Sun-
day, Oet. 10.

Born Nov. 8, 1907, in San Francisco,
a fourth generation Californian, Prof.
Watkins earned all his degrees at
Stanford and taught in Japan and Chi-
na before joining the Stanford faculty
in 1946. Prior to that time he had
taught at the University of Chicago
and at Ohio State, and had studied at
the Graduate School of International
Studies in Geneva.

He was voted Stanford’s “Red Hot
Prof.” in 1960 by the student body, an
honor which included leading the
cheering section in the “Yell of the
Century’ at the San Jose State football
game. Twice he was invited to ad-
dress the graduating class and their
parents at Class Day ceremonies.

Three years after retiring from 27
years on the faculty, he became the
founding president of the Society.

Stories about Jim Watkins are in-
numerable. He once said: It may be
possible to live a happy and success-

ful life without graduating from Stan-

ford, but I doubt it.”

He was well known for helping
athletes stay in shape academically,
but he demanded and got quality per-
formances from his students. Once
during- finals week, he handed out
bluebooks with three required essay

questions inside on a sheet of paper.

A burly athlete in the back row took

a look at them and muttered: ““Jesus

Christ!” “HE cannot help you here,”

responded Watkins, without looking
up.

pAt the services, the Reverend Minto

presided before a Memorial Church

gathering that nearly filled the main

floor. They heard from Don Carlson
of Public Affairs, representing the
University and-the Historical Society;
Prof. Tom Bartlett, Chancellor of the
University of Alabama and a former
student of Prof. Watkins; and Bill
Kartozian; former head yell leader,
student body president, now a San
Francisco attorney and a longtime

personal friend of his former teacher. -

The Reverend Minto said that Wat-
kins “would want no tribute but that

his work be carried on” for the Uni-

versity and the students he loved so
well.

Carlson had praise for ““Jim’s ideas”
— the establishing of the Society, the
publication of Stanford: From the Footh- -
ills to the Bay, the Oral History Project,

_and his strong efforts to make every-

one aware of the longtime historical
traditions of the University. He had
seen the Society grow from a handful
to more than 800 members, Carlson

" ‘noted.

“We were the beneficiaries of that
life,” said Carlson, addressing Mrs.
Elise Watkins, his wife of more than
40 years —-“‘thanks for letting us
share it.” ,

Prof. Bartlett mourned the passing
“of an institution — the loss of our
leader.” Prof. Watkins, he observed,
made a lifelong commitment to his
values, and then lived them. He com-
pared the Watkins contrasts —-

‘“aristocratic, yet democratic; an*
egoist, yet a servant; aesthetic, yet
fun-loving, a guru, a foster parent —

~ but above all, giving.’

Kartozian recalled Watkins’ “in-
stinctive ability to reach out and help.
(Watkins) understood how-life
works.” He quoted the Jate Alumni

-Association Director Bob Pearce, who

once described Prof. Watkins as “the
most Compassmnate man I ever
knew.” ;

Watkins, Kartozian sald, ”had
absolute faith in God. He knew that
God loved him and cared not what
others thought.”

Prof. Eric Hutchinson, acadennc ,
secretary, read the 23rd and 121st
Psalms, selections from the Gospel
according to St. John, and the Book of
Revelations.

The ushers were Volunteers from ,
the San Jose State and Stanford Uni-
versity chapters of Phi Delta Theta,
and the organist was Prof Herbert
Nanney.
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m— From the Archives

Stanford’s campus publications —
such as the Stanford Daily, Campus Re-
port, the Stanford Observer — provide
an invaluable resource for informa-
tion about the University community
from the official stand of the President
on a campus controversy, to a feature
article on an otherwise unobtrusive
staff member, to the latest view on
student housing. However, anyone
who has tackled the search through
back issues on the trail of that elusive
article, that confusing official state-
ment, that forgotten date, knows how
tedious and frustrating their use can
be without an index.

Fortunately for Stanford, such an
index does exist. Index cards are pre-
pared for each issue of the “Big Four””:
the Stanford Daily, Campus Report,
Stanford Observer, and Stanford Maga-
zine, by staff of the University Arc-
hives and integrated into their card
catalog in the Archives Reading Room
in Green Library.

Due to limited staff time, not every
item appearing in a campus periodical
ends up in the index — sports events,
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notices regarding speeches or ex-
hibits, for example, are not included
— but major news and feature articles
are abstracted and filed under appli-
cable name and subject headings.

Over 1300 cards were prepared last
year for the index, which now in-
cludes entries from the beginning
years of the publications (1892 for the
Stanford Daily) up to 1981.

Also included in the index are a
number of predecessors to the four
present journals, including the Stan-
ford Alumnus (1899-1917) and the Stan-
ford Nllustrated Review (1916-1967, un-
der its various names).

In addition to these Stnford per-
iodicals — though not at this time in-
dexed — the University Archives col-
lections include over 300 current per-
iodical titles and another 300 that are
no longer actively published.

Ephemeral departmental newslet-
ters and informal publications of stu-
dent clubs rub elbows with expensive
law review and academic publications
and full color sports programs and
alumni bulletins.

Student directories date from as
early as October 31, 1891 as does the
earlier generations of today’s Courses
and Degrees, the Register or “Bawl-
out” (so-called since it conspicuously
displayed each student’s current
grade point average.

Some have changed format: (The
Chaparral dropped its sense of
“humor” briefly during the 1970’s to
become a newspaper of social com-
mentary); some have come back after
a long retirement (the Sequoia re-
turned in 1956 after a 37 year lapse).
Some, like the Stanford Daily, fit as
neatly as ever on the shelves, having
undergone only a name change (from
the Daily Palo Alto in 1926).

— Roxanne Nilan
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Dean Yank Chandler
Dies in Palo Alto

Dr. Loren (Yank) Chandler, dis-
tinguished surgeon and former dean
of the Stanford Medical School, died
Saturday, Oct. 16, in Palo Alto after a
brief illness. He was 86.

Dr. Chandler, one of the earliest
subjects in Fred Glover’s Oral History
Program, was dean for 20 years. He
yielded the post in 1953, six years be-
fore the Medical School moved from
Stanford Lane to the campus.

He was a native of Fresno. He
earned his bachelor of science degree
from Stanford in 1920 and his medical
degree in 1923. He was in private
practice for 10 years before he was
appointed associate professor of sur-
gery at Stanford in 1933.

As a professor, he was famous for
insisting in rigorous knowledge and
personal integrity in his students. In
1959, he received one of the Uni-
versity’s highest awards — Honorary
Fellow.

From 1959 until his retirement he
was chief of surgery at the Palo Alto
Veterans Administration Hospital, of
which he was a key planner.

At his request, there were no
memorial services. Contributions
may be made to a fund in his name at
Stanford Medical School. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Elvia, a son, Craig, a
daughter, Loran, seven grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild.

First woman law grad
honored by hospital

Daisy Day, the first woman to
attend Stanford Law School, has been
honored by Los Angeles’ Orthopaed-
ic Hospital as an outstanding lifelong
volunteer.

“Today at 93, Daisy Day has de-
epened her commitment to disabled
children. (as a donor and volunteer),
and from this good vantage point she
keeps an eye on an institution she
helped build,” the hospital’s maga-
zine Spire observed in a recent issue.

Born in Iowa in 1888, Day moved
with her parents and two sisters to the
Imperial Valley, where her father was
a successful farmer. She did not pur-
sue legal studies after Stanford, but
returned to her home near the Mex-
ican border, where she taught
elementary school.

In 1914 she married a Stanford
classmate, Norman Day, cofounder of



the Penzoil Co. When her husband
became ill and subsequently died in
the early 1930’s, Mrs. Day became a
volunteer, which led to a long career
in philantropic, organizational and
social activity for the hospital.

In her early 70's, Mrs. Day learned
to fly in order to expand her
philanthropic work to the Valley
Orthopaedic Clinic in Calexico. “She
is now leading a quieter life,” the
magazine noted.

Librarian needs books
with Stanford aura

The Stanford Historical Society is
interested in receiving for deposit at
some future date in its own library,
publications, fiction and non-fiction,
having to do with Stanford or with
Stanford as the background. We are
not interested in receiving copies of
the Quad because complete col-
lections of these are deposited in the
Archives and elsewhere on Campus.
We are interested in receiving. copies
of such publications as:

Coppel, Alfred: Night of Fire and Snow
Landlocked Man, 1972.

If you have such publications, please
send them to: Claire Still, Librarian,
Stanford Historical Society, Stanford
University, Stanford, CA 94305.

Society’s future
programs listed

Future programs of the Society may
include bus trips to Fallen Leaf Lake,
Big Basin State Park and Hopkins
Marine Station, Professor George
Knoles, program chairman, has re-
ported.

The visit to the Stanford Alumni
Association Camp at Fallen Leaf will
probably be on a weekend; the Pacific
Grove trip will probably involve a
joint meeting with the Friends of
Hopkins Marine Station. The station’s
new aquarium is not expected to be
finished until 1984-85, but by next
year will probably be available for a
“walk-through,” Professor Knoles
said.

Next summer’s proposed picnic

The Old Indian lives — but only behind
a false wall in what used to be the Zete
House near Lagunita at 353 Campus
Drive. This scene was shot in December,
1981, when the Zetes were banished from -

campus for gross misbehavior. The Zetes

had “acquired’ the Indian symbol from the
stadium in-1973 or 1974, when President
Lyman declared the Indian off-limits as a

Stanford mascot. Because of the manner in -

which the Indian was attached, removal
would have seriously damaged the fire-
place wall, so the administration decided
to cover the old mascot. -Under the cir-
cumstances, the Indian will remain
covered for the foreseeable future.

trip to Big Basin State Park will com-

‘memorate the fact that many turn of

the century Stanford faculty and staff
were “secondary movers” in the es-

tablishment of the area as a state park -

in 1902.:

To ensure more flexibility in es-
tablishing the annual meeting date,

the ‘Society’s by-laws have been

amended to provide that any time
during May is a suitable time for that
event.

Inthat connection, May 22 has been

set for the annual meeting, to coincide
with the official opening of the Bender
Room, the new home of the Stanford
University Archives.

Memorial resolution
passed unanimously

The following resolution was sub-
mitted to the Society’s Board of Di-
rectors at the October meeting and.
was adopted unanimously:

The Board of Directors of the Stan-
ford Historical Society herewith ex-
presses its immense debt of gratitude
to Professor Watkins on the occasion
of his death on September 27,1982, i -
France.

More than any other single person
he brought the Society into:being.
Following a conversation with others
interested in Stanford’s: history, he
headed a “Preparatory Group” which
first met in August, 1975, and was
responsible for the establishment of a
sound, permanent organization.

At the first annual meeting held in
the late spring of 1976 Professor Wat-
kins was elected president of the Stan-
ford Historical Society, and under his
leadership the organization grew -
rapidly and quickly involved itself in
many projects related to Stanford’s
history.

At the conclusion of his highly suc-
cessful two-year incumbency as the
Society’s first president, Jim Watkins
was named “‘Founding President

 Emeritus,”’

In this CapaC1ty he continued to be
the society’s most active member: call-
ing board members to remind them of
meetings, prodding-them about un-
finished projects, forever suggesting
new ones. ‘

In his devotion to Stanford and this
society, he was unequaled. The Soci-
ety must now continue not only forits
important service to Stanford, butasa
memorial to its founder: Jim Watkins.



















