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President Wilbur reviews activities of the past year

President Ray Lyman Wilbur Jr.
welcomed the members and guests
present for the eighth annual meet-
ing, May 22. After citing the two basic
purposes of the Society he com-
mented on the year’s activities.

Specifically, the Oral History pro-— -

gram onducted by Fred Glover and

those assisting him was a highlight in’

the collecting and preserving of Stan-
ford history. Also mentioned was the
Society’s concern in expediting the
renovation of the Bender Room by
raising needed funds.

In line with the second purpose of
the Society — to encourage know-
ledge and understanding of Stan-
ford’s history and the ideals of its
‘Founders — mention was made of the

excellent program provided by -

George Knoles and his Program Com-
mittee.

As Past President Winbigler had
stated at the previous annual meet-
ing, the Society would have to adjust
its dues by this year. The Board has
taken steps to raise its dues income
through a category of memberships.
To date the results have been most
encouraging.

Treasurer Bob Butler reported on
the financial situation for our fiscal
year 1981-82 ending August 31, 1982.
The Society’s regular expenses of
$6,700 roughly equalled the dues in-
come of $6,800. These results were
published in the winter issue of Sand-
stone and Tile. Other activities such as
our oral history project are separately
funded by gifts. The travel programs
are self-funded by fees.

Most of the Society’s projects rely
on volunteer help instead of total
funding, so dollars are an inadequate
measure of the total programs of the
Society. The publication Stanford:
From the Foothills to the Bay co-
published by the Society is a good ex-
ample of that volunteer effort. =

In addition, the book is a great
financial success, and interest on the
Society’s share permit many one-time
‘projects to be completed. 1982-83 will
see more services to members. Costs

are up, so the new dues structure is
very important to our on-going pro-
grams.

The President offered his special
thanks to the other board members,
the extended board, the committees
and their chairmen. He expressed sin-
cere thanks for Past President
Winbigler’s support and help to this
year’s President.

Jeff Littleboy was commended for
his work as secretary and editor of the
Newsletter and Sandstone and Tile.

Special thanks was extended to
Don Carlson and Mary Ahlgren for all
their help, to the Planning Office for
its recognition of our interest in
planning, and to Roxanne Nilan,
Archivist, and her staff for the strong
interaction with the Society.

For the future, the President com-
mented on the importance for the
Society in the University’s Centennial
planning.

He called on Harvey Hall as chair-
man of the Nominating Committee,
to make a report on board nomina-
tions. Before Harvey presented his re-
port, the President commended Har-
vey and Marion Hall for their long,
devoted, and constructive sevice to
the Society. The two were co-
founders of the Society. Harvey had .
served two terms as President, and
had continued to be very involved
and helpful in every aspect of Society
activity. Having served so long he
was currently ineligible for additional
board service.

This comment was followed by pro-
longed applause.

Hall's committee suggested these
nominees for two year terms: Karen
Bartholomew, Birge Clark, Barbara
Givan, Sidney Hoover, Bruce Wig-
gins, and Ray Wilbur.

Ms. Bartholomew is new to the
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BobWalker counted 8000 students in 15 years who studied overseas

Up until 1973, when he relin-
quished directorship of the Stanford
Overseas Campus Program, Political
Science Emeritus Professor Robert F.
Walker could count 8,000 un-

dergraduates who had studied at one’

of Stanford’s European campuses.
The establishment of the European
study centers was a benchmark in the
history of undergraduate education at
Stanford. It was first discussed by
Prof. Walker and a colleague, Prof.
Wilhelm “Willi” Strothmann of the
German Department, in 1957. A year
later one was in existence — at Land-
gut Burg, a bucolic spot about a dozen
miles outside Stuttgart, Germany.

._The Burg,/ as it came to-be

known, was brought into being by a
visiting team consisting of Prof. H.
Donald Winbigler, then dean of stu-
dents, University Business Manager
Dwight Adams, and Profs. Stroth-
mann and Walker.

Prof. Karl Brandt of the Food Re-
search Institute, who fortunately hap-
pened to be in Germany at the time,
helped with the legal language of the
contract with the owner, Prof. Walker
recalled at an April meeting with 60
members of the Historical Society.

Profs. Strothmann and Kurt Steiner
of Political Science made up the first
“Burg” faculty, and President Wal-

On the Cliveden campus

lace Sterling was on hand for the
opening ceremonies. A phrase in
Prof. Strotmann’s remarks at the ded-
ication: “We come to learn” — be-
came the motto for that campus and
the study centers in Italy, France and
Britain that followed.

The idea for the foreign campuses
was a continuation of the University’s
mid-50's effort to improve un-
dergraduate education — ““35 years
after the last important change in un-
dergraduate requirements,” Walker
noted. At least two earlier efforts had
been rejected by the Academic
Council.

The faculty committees studying
the problems came up with 25 recom-
mendations, which were adopted in
the spring of 1956. One of the pro-
posals was the establishment of the
University Committee on General

_Studies. This committee approved

and sponsored overseas study.

Walker saw in the overseas cam-
puses ““a valuable asset to a Stanford
liberal education,”” partly because
they were an on-site chance to learn
about the people and the culture of
the host country, and because they
developed a working knowledge of
the language of the country to be vis-
ited.

The program was so arranged that
most General Studies requirements
could be met at overseas campuses.
This provided for overseas study
which did not impede normal pro-
gress toward the bachelor’s degree.

The overseas centers’ effect on the
home campus was marked. Coed
dorms became the rule, as well as
wine with dinner. The four-day study
week, which ended Thursday night,

w“cumpu“s utOxfard

gave students a chance to visit other
European capitals over the long
weekend. It also meant a miuch closer
association between students and
faculty.

The growth in size of inter-
continental aircraft also played a role
in the overseas campus population:
Early on, the University had to charter
airplanes which could hold ‘only 65
students and a small number of facul-
ty. Asthe size of the planes increased,
so did the overseas contingents, until
charters became unnecessary.

The cost of room and board on cam-
pus was applied to the overseas cam-
puses, including one-way air-fare;
thus, no University money was in-
volved. The only extra cost for the
student was the voyage home.

Walker and Fred Glover, President
Sterling’s assistant, anticipated the

success of “The Burg.” They scoured. ..

France and Italy for other possible
study centers. The effort proved un-
rewarding at first, but they enlisted
the aid of the French Consul General
in San Francisco, Robert Luc. He in
turn got his government interested,
and sites in Tours, central France, and
Pau, in the Pyrenees, were offered.

Tours won out because of its central
location, and it was opened in the fall
of 1960. Profs. George Knoles and
Raymond Giraud made up the first
faculty. Next came the Italian center at
Florence, leased from the Order of
Barnabiti. That too opened for fall-
quarter, 1960. ‘

The first directors were Dr. Guelfo
Frulla and Dr. Giuseppi Mammarella.
Frulla, appointed director of studies,
came to Stanford from Yale, where he
had long taught Italian. Mammarella,



named center administrator, came
from the U.S. Information Service,
which had been helpful in locating the
facility.

Both are still at the center. Frulla,
incidentally, had been highly recom-

~mended to Stanford by the noted
American writer, Thornton Wilder.

The first Florence faculty consisted
of Profs. Wayne Vucinich, history,
and Loren Crosten, chairman of the
Music Department.

Planes by this time had become lar-
ger, so that 80 students could go to
any of the three campuses on stag-
gered terms, two groups per plane.
Soon 480 students per year were fly-
ing across the Atlantic for a two-
quarter stay, with a dozen faculty
shared by the three campuses.

Two other study centers were yet to
come, in England and in Austria, fol-
lowed by language specialty centers
in Germany, France and Spain. The
first English campus was at Harlaxton
Manor, 100 miles from London — un-
usual in England for its excellent cen-
tral heating and hot water. The first
Austrian campus was at the Panhans,
a ski resort in the Semmering, 110
miles from Vienna.

Both offered fine accommodations,
but distances from the capital cities
were factors in the 1969 removal of the
English campus to Cliveden Manor,
the former residence of Lord and
Lady Astor, about 15 miles from Lon-
don, and the Austrian to the Caritasin
downtown Vienna.

The basic question at all the over-
seas campuses was whether to have
local nationals in administrative and
teaching positions, to ensure close
contact between nationals and stu-
dents.

This eventually was resolved in
favor of the locals, but at Landgut
Burg, for example, there was con-
siderable bickering among the local
staff, resulting in a lack of administra-
tive continuity. So Robert Hamrdla
was appointed administrative officer
there. He later became assistant di-
rector of the entire program, ‘and is
now assistant to President Donald
Kennedy for trustee affairs.

At Florence, the Barnabiti Order
asked the University to move, be-
cause the antics of the students at the
Villa disturbed the faculty of the Bar-
nabiti’s junior high school across the
street. The center was moved to an-
other Florence location.

While the European lifestyle on the
overseas campuses was having its

Relaxing at Tours campus

effects on the home campus, things
were changing at home as well. It was
a time of trouble and turmoil. Author-
ity was being challenged everywhere;
the draft, the Vietham war, defense
research, the University’s in loco
parentis relationship to students — all
were attacked and in some cases,
modified. Rules on the overseas cam-
puses often were bent, and, as at
home, changes were made.

“But the focus on a liberal un-
dergraduate education never was
lost,” Prof. Walker observed, recall-
ing that Prof. Robert Sears, speaking
at the 10th anniversary of the Stutt-
gart campus, had emphasized the ma-
jor value the overseas center had for
Stanford faculty as well as students.

Today, there are campus living
groups which reflect the continuing

impact of the Italian, French, and
Middle European lifestyles, within
which the language of the country is
spoken

Early in the overseas program,
Prof. Walker and his staff worked
with the language departments’to set
up advanced specialized study pro-
grams for their students in Germany
and France. A comparable program in
Mexico City was developed in
cooperation with the Latin American
Studies Committee.

That the overseas campus influence
on students is still strong is borne out
by a recent survey conducted by the
Dean- of Student Affairs. Of those
polled, 68% reported that study over-
seas “‘outranked all other experiences
at Stanford.” Fifty three percent of the
alumni said the experience was a
“great influence 25 years later.”

History author resigns

Professor Eric Hutchinson, Aca-
demic Secretary, has taken .early

_retirement and has resigned from the

task of writing the official history of
the University for the 1991 Centen-
nial.

The Society had offered the Uni-
versity $10,000 to help underwrite the
cost of the book. In the light of Pro-
fessor Hutchinson’s resignation, Pre-
sident Wilbur suggested the board
consider its position. [
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