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State still planning restoration 
of Stanford's Sacramento home 

Leland and Jane Stanford's deterio- 
rating 127-year-old Sacramento house 
-birthplace of Leland Stanford Jr.- 
has been declared a historical state 
park and will be restored to its 1870 
condition once the current occupants 
of the property are moved out. 

The Stanfords purchased the house 
in 1861, the same year Leland Stanford 
was elected governor of California and 
became president of the newly incor- 
porated Central Pacific Railroad. The 
two-story Italian Renaissance structure 
was designed by Seth Bathson and con- 
structed in 1857 for Shelton C. Fogus, 
another pioneer Sacramento mer- 
chant. Between 1863 and 1867 it was 
leased by the succeeding governor, 
Frederick F. Low, to serve his family. 
The Stanfords moved back into the 
house and their only child, Leland Jr., 
was born there March 14, 1868. 

Less than six months after.the disas- 
trous flood of 1861-62 had inundated 
the grounds and first floor of the house, 
a San Francisco newspaper provided a 
glowing description of the mansion 
and an explanation of the recovery of 
its landscaping after the flood. The Cal- 
ifornia Farmer, July 4, 1862, reported: 
"The mansion itself can be said to be 
the most perfect specimen of a resi- 

dence in this state." The large mansion 
on the corner of Eighth and N Streets 
included the official office of the gover- 
nor and a space for his clerical staff. 

In 1871 Nathaniel Goodell was com- 
missioned to renovate the house in the 
popular and fashionable Second Em- 
pire style. The residence was raised 
one story to provide for better protec- 
tion from any future flooding. A fourth 
story mansard roof with deeply set dor- 
mer windows was constructed over the 
original flat roof, providing the present 
ornate appearance. The classical por- 
tico was retained, with an imposing 
horseshoe staircase leading to the sec- 
ond floor entrance. The ground floor 
served as a large ballroom. Completion 
of the remodeling was celebrated with 
a ball honoring the inauguration of the 
new governor, Newton Booth, on Feb- 
ruary 1,1872. 

Shortly after, the offices of the Cen- 
tral Pacific Railroad moved to San 
Francisco and the Stanfords followed, 
moving into their Nob Hill mansion in 
1874. In the subsequent 25 years of 
their ownership, the family rarely re- 
turned to the Sacramento house. 

A handsome bequest 
In 1899, six years after the death of 

Senator Stanford, Jane Lathrop Stan- 
ford bequeathed the Sacramento house 
with its furnishings to the "Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Sacramento." She 

This illustration of the 
Stanford mansion, pub- 
lished in California 
Farmer, July 4, 1862, 
was engraved by Van 
Vleck & Keith, based on 
a photograph by a Mr. 
Shireff at Higgin's 
Daguerreian Rooms, 
Sacramento. 

The two-story Italian 
Renaissance structure 
was built in 1857 for 
Shelton C. Fogus, like 
Stanford a pioneer 
Sacramento merchant. 
Designer was Seth 
Bathson. 
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In its heyday, the mansion was the 
height of Victorian elegance, as 
attested by these photos from the 
Stanford University Archives, taken 
by the renowned Eadweard 
Muybridge. 

In 1871, architect Nathaniel Goodell 
was commissioned to renovate the 
house in the fashionable Second 
Empire style. On the Governor's 
instructions, he raised the house one 
story to guard against flooding from 
the Sacramento River, and a fourth 
story mansard roof with deeply set 
dormer windows was constructed 
over the original flat roof. The split 
front staircase at the raised entrance 
added another elegant touch. 

At left is the dining room, laid for 
one of the many social events of 
which the Stanford home was a 
focus. This room and two formal 
parlors were on the second floor, and 
the entire first floor was a ballroom. 
The dark drapes and heavy furniture 
took no advantage whatever of the 
bright, sunny dry Sacramento 
climate. 














