MEMORIAL RESOLUTION
ROBERT E. ALLARDICE
(1862-1928)

Robert Edgar Allardice, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics, died in Palo Alto on May 6,
1928.

He was a graduate of the University of Edinburgh and for some years was Assistant to
George Chrystal, both in instruction and in the preparation of that monumental work, Chrystal's
Algebra. At Professor Chrystal's suggestion he was called to Stanford and made head of the
Department of Mathematics to succeed Professor Swain. Here he served faithfully and well until
his retirement a year ago. His kindliness, urbanity, and enthusiastic sympathy in the
mathematical interests of his students will long be remembered by them. Especially is this true of
the large number of teachers who with his help added in their theses many chapters to the
Geometry of Plane Curves.

Nature and lifelong habit made him a charming companion, one whose acts and words
revealed a truly noble devotion to honor and truth.

We of the Academic Council wish to affirm our gratitude for the useful life he lived
among us and to express our deep sense of the loss we sustain in his death.

Be it resolved, that a copy of this resolution be inscribed on the minutes of the Academic
Council and transmitted to the Board of Trustees and to Professor Allardice's nearest of kin.

PROFESSOR ROBERT EDGAR ALLARDICE

The death of Professor Allardice on May 6th, marks one more break in the thinning ranks
of the Old Guard of Stanford. To the writer this break means the end of a long and intimate
association extending over 35 years.

Professor Allardice was born in Edinburgh in 1862, and was educated in the schools and
University of his native city. His brilliant career as student and instructor in the University of
Edinburgh led to his appointment, in 1892, as Professor of Mathematics at Stanford, then in the
second year of its existence.

Although but 30 years of age, Professor Allardice had already earned the reputation of a
mathematician of unusual distinction.

Coming from the settled and conventional atmosphere of the old University City to the
infant University at Stanford where conditions were very much in the pioneer stage, he entered
with enthusiasm into his task of building up the department of mathematics, and soon became an
important factor both in the scholastic development of the University, and in its social life.

In those remote pioneer days the faculty was sufficiently small to make for an intimacy
among all the members which has necessarily, in the great increase in its size, and complex
organization, to a great extent disappeared. It was also young enough to enter with zest into the
various social entertainments, in which Professor Allardice played a prominent role.



In 1893, in association with three others he built a house and formed a small club, popularly
known as "The Bachelors”. The other members were Professor E. H. Woodruff, the first
professor of law, and later dean of the law school of Cornell; Professor A. P. Carman, now head
of the physics department at the University of Illinois; and the writer. For a good many years the
club of four was maintained, but for a good many years it was reduced to Professor Allardice and
the writer—both original members.

A man of remarkable intellectual gifts and wide culture, Professor Allardice was no
recluse. He had marked social gifts, was an admirable talker with a fund of interesting and
amusing anecdotes, and he had a keen interest in games of various kinds, in some of which he
excelled. He was always in demand, and had a large circle of devoted friends at the University,
and also in San Francisco and in his old home, Scotland.

As a young man he was fond of active outdoor exercise—golf, cycling, mountaineering,
but except for golf these were later given up.

He made several visits to Europe, and also trips to the South Seas, but since the war his
travels were confined to California.

Even before his retirement last year there were indications that his health had begun to
fail, but it was not until last winter that the symptoms became alarming, and it was found that his
illness was of such a nature that there was no hope of recovery.

He will be sincerely mourned by a wide circle of devoted friends here and in his
homeland.

Douglas Houghton Campbell.



